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Leadership Grows for River Protection Funding Local River and

Riverways is pleased to welcome formeRiverways Programs is right at the top of the Watershed Work
Senator Bob Durand as the new Secretary lidt along with: .
th_e Executive Office of Environm_entz_il Af-, protection of habitat and wildlands Rl_verways Small Grants
fairs (EOEA). As a Representative in the geyeloping many more canoe access sited '€ Riverways Small Grants Program
State House, Bob Durand was instrumental ¢5; rivers and lakes and increasing th warded a total of $50,000 to 18 recipients
in starting the Riverways Program in 1986. ,,umber of coastal boat ramps through th%hls spring. These funds are helping water-

Bob Durand was an early advocate for the Public Access Board shed groups, .e.nV|_ronm_entaI organizations,
watershed approach in his home watershedexpanding outreach and education througH'd municipalitiesin their efforts to improve
the Assabet. He worked closely with the Adopt-A-Stream Program, Division!!Sh€ries habitat, volunteer education and
DFWELE Commissioner Walter Bickford  of Marine Fisheries, Mass Wildlife ang¢o0rdination, riparian land protection, and
to give Riverways the tools to do the work, Environmental Law Enforcement activat-Vater supply protection. We received twenty-
first in the Assabet, with Michele Monjeau,  ing the new SPORT licensing program.ight requests for over one hundred thou-
then in the Blackstone, with Russ Cohen | jate April Commissioner Peters took gand dollars.

hired to take coordinating roles. day tour in the Connecticut River valley We are always impressed with how local

Riverways continued to support waterwith Riverways staff Russ Cohen. They meg0UPS use a Riverways Small Grant to ac-
shed protection statewide; however, itwasngrass roots organizers, municipal worker£OmPplish valuable conservation results and

until 1997 and with the implementation ofland trust members and scientists to he&ft€n leverage additional funds and services

the Watershed Initiative by EOEA that mosabout the work being done on behalf of° @chieve much more than our funding can
of the twenty-seven watersheds each hadigers and streams and to announce the awafiPPOrt alone. This year was no exception
state sponsored Coordinator. We know frorimg of four of the eighteen 1999 RiverwaydVIth & variety of projects that help identify

experience that Secretary Durand undeSmall Grants to Connecticut Valley organi&nd protectimportantriverfront lands, iden-

stands and believes in the watershed apations. ' tify pollution sources to rivers, provide
proach to river protection and restoration{.j‘pal _Contlnues, next Page iverwalk trails and waterway guides, and
. Members and friends of the Rattlesnakeducate the public about the ecology and
Si;‘;‘;rtetsagrggﬁgg PO?S éinpv?fégtrigrﬂlz\;(l) ﬁ%utter Trust payin? %visit toh Roaring Bro]gkimportance of river systems.

in Leverett to celebrate the receipt of a ; _— ;
fairs. Sharon McGregor has assumed ttRiverways Small Grant of $5,000 thgt went Roaring Brook Wildlife Corridor was pur-
post of Assistant Secretary of Biologicatoward the purchase of a critical open spacej@sed byRattlesnake Gutter Trust, add-
Conservation and Ecosystem Protection. Héfail link along the brook. Photo by Russelfnd 51 acres to the Conservation Area.
role is to assist the Secretary in makin§ohen. Continues, next page
biological conservation and ecosystem i VIR T Y AR -' b i
tegrity central tenets in EOEA’s positions - 5 p : ;
and policies.

Gina McCarthy is Assistant Secretary fo
Pollution Prevention, Environmental Busi
ness and Technology. She is responsible f
advising the Secretary on EOEA regula
tions, policies, grant determinations, an
services that will maximize opportunities td
conserve resources and prevent the geneg
tion of pollution as the first step toward 3
sustainable economic base for Massach
setts.

Our new Commissioner at the Departme
of Fisheries, Wildlife & Environmental Law
Enforcement David Peters has lost no ti
in getting up to speed on the importa
issues. His Five Year Plan is develope]
around five priority areas. Support for thq
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Small Grants, continued from page 1 Project. Th&lTown of Amesburyhas aimed the evaluation and removal of obstacles,
The Barnstable Land Trust created a to protect the town water resources througbarticularly dams.
travelling land model of septic tank forcr.eat.ion of a Water Resource Protection We will strengthen our work in communi-
youngsters to learn about septic tanks arfdstrict. ties through intensive Shoreline Survey train-
their role in riverine and estuarine water Billerica’s Conservation Commission’s  ing and Stream Team development. We will
quality. Education Outreach and Open Space Preséster more alliances among Stream Teams
Greater Springfield Area Riverwatch Vvation Program will increase public awareand Conservation Commissions and Depart-
expanded their Mill River Watch Programness and volunteer support. ments of Public Works as a good way to be
through increased public awareness and supThe City of Northampton identified po- sure action plans fromthe Shoreline Surveys

port of clean water. tential pollution sources to their reservoi@ré implemented.

TheEssex County Sportsmens Associa- and developed a public education programThrough the Fishway Stewardship Pro-
tion repaired the Byfield fishway on thefor responsible land management amongram and interns we will continue to assist
Parker River to improve the alewife run. residents. stream biologists and volunteers in evaluat-

Hodges Village Environmental Educa-  Rockport Conservation Commission mgthe condition (_)fflshvx_/aysto decide where
tion Associationused their funds to hire anand Department of Public Works have repairsand ongoing maintenance are needed.
intern to poll public concerns surroundingestored natural the setting to a 5,000 squaréur Urban Rivers Program is growing and
the Quinebaug River watershed and recrui@ot area adjacent to a vernal pool near Milleaching more urban community based or-
new members to the association. Brook. & (anizations through the Urban Fellows, the

Ipswich River Watershed Association EQEA Grants Support Grassroots Urban GFr)ants andP thte Bor?_ton Urban Re-
was able to help each of their six Stream  Groups and Communities sources Frogram Fartnership.
Teams implement action plans. : i _ Riverways staff are also actively review-
The Executive Office of Environmental;

OAR, theOrganization for the Assabet ffairs (EOEA) awarded Capacity BUIdINg fue12 faciitading waterehed team outroach
River, pooled Riverways and other funds tqsrants in the fall of 1998 to thReerfield 44 problem solving, and providing guid-
hire a half-time water quality director ORjver watershed Association($26,000), ance for reducing stormwater runoff, volun-
improve monitoring and support for thatheBlackstone River Watershed Associa- aer water quality monitoring and stream
program. tion ($12,500), th&lerrimack River Wa-

. L ! restoration. L
Parker River Clean Water Association tershed Council ($37,500), theNorth &
organized and hosted “buffer garden” workSouth Rivers Watershed Association
shops for riverfront homeowners. ($25,000), theMillers River Watershed

Salem Sound 200@repared and distrib- ASSociation ($50,000) theSudbury/

uted an informational pamphlet for the comASSabet/Concord Coalition and Sudbury
pamp lley Trustees($50,000) and thklassa-

munity about clean beaches and streant; h
from their natural resources surveys. chusetts Watershed Coalition($49,700).

These grants are each matched dollar for

J&ig?&gggﬁ; \r/nvgtearligerg ;A(‘)"liﬁgge i gollar by the receiving organization. New “Cartop”
gs part of their Canoe Tprip Project. 9U9OTE: For more information on funding Access Points Sought

distributed to local groups and communities

UMass Extension’sMill River Watch = ¢4 river protection, see the “Urban River . . > .
Program was able to expand and make rgpyqate” gnd“Moniés and Momentum Build%nterested in adding additional “cartop” sites

search and planning resources available fg4, \/olunteer Monitoring” articles in this to its statewide inventory of access points to

implementing more effective watershed progg e Massa_chusetts waterways. “Cartop” sites
tection measures. ' are suitable for canoes, kayaks and other

Westport River Watershed Alliance Leadership, continued from page 1 watebrcraftthzggorr:tr%qmrﬁ bogt ramps?nd
developed a social-scientific prototype for The Commissioner is eager to visitgroupc"jlen :rli%rnleot tg thaenwgtzrort Istance from
watershed management that involves citicross the state and learn about the concerng Fo 9 o
zens and students as stewards of their baek-constituents and translate those concernd>otential PAB cartop sites must: already
yards in the Bread & Cheese Brook watelinto programs that make a difference. He i8¢ under town or other public ownership;
shed. looking for ways to enhance the Saimofi@ve adequate space for on-site, off-road

By analyzing the level of protection pro-Restoration Program, address the eXpandi@grkmg; have a town Department of Public

vided for riverfront lands in five communi- beaver population and ensure the safety ¥yorks or other public agency willing to

ties along the upper Taunton River througHght whales. provide general upkeep; and allow for safe
“take-outs” and “put-ins”.

regulations and zonin@Vildlands Trust of In the year ahead, Riverways staff will be y e .
Southeastern Massachusettsecom- working closely with EOEA and Commis- Persons familiar with sites meeting thes_e
mended modifications to enhance river prasioner Peters in implementing the Waterc/téria are encouraged to contact PAB Di-
tection. shed Initiative to protect and restore living©€Cctor Jack Sheppard at (617) 727-1843 or

Riverways grants to municipalities alsgesources. <jack.sheppard@state.ma.us>. RIver sys-

. , . . t that latively und d by PAB
contributed to larger river protection efforts. Secretary Durand and Commissioner Pes?trgg inilﬁg%retr? elv\?\/)égtrf]i e?éseé\llgcks)t/on e

TheTown of Acton’s Conservation Com-  ters have launched the River Restore Presqh v " Concord, Taunton and the lower
missionhas linked waterway industrial his-gram within Riverways to restore the conpy,,caonic although the PAB is open to
tory to the present environment through theR€ctivity of our rivers and streams and img, o yestions for other rivers as well as lakes
Nashoba Brook Education Kiosk PaneProve fish passage and movement througly, i oiher waterways.

The state’®ublic Access BoardPAB) is
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Legislative Action for Iaregs. TL\e testing will dletermirg)elz ifhthg pubFiparizliIn and other Iandf cr(:nserl\/atiolrcl.I ngje
; ic beaches meet newly established starct allows up to 40% of the value of lan
Rivers and Watersheds dards and requires closing this beaches whishbject to a conservation easement to be
Community Preservation Act: fail. A state fund will be created to helpexempted from estate taxes if the land is
This is the current version of statewid€ommunities fund the costs of monitoringwithin 25 miles of a metropolitan area, na-
“land bank” legislation that has been undepPonsor: Representative Petersen (Dional park or wilderness area, or within ten
consideration at the State House for mofdarblehead) miles of an urban national forest (this in-

than a decade. The CPA would bestow uponEncouraging Land Conservation: cludes mostif notall of Massachusetts). The

cities and towns a powerful tool to helpfight An Act Relating to Tax Credits for Conser-.c. also allows heirs to place conservation

sprawl and shape their destinies by enabliRgytion Similar legislation has proven suc%i%%nvcﬁgi J)enat;]ntf;er:}:lciifylé)r:ctih:fetfér;h_e
them lo enact a real estate transfer tax andlssfy| in motivating land owners to Congion ang ayoid hi herqestate taxes Anotr?er
o7 @ property tax surcharge to fun_d OPServe land. The bill would allow a tax credi rovision of the A?:t of interest to voiunteers

shace protection, affordable housing ang 50 96 of the value of land donated fO:Faised the tax deduction for charitable use of
historic preservation. Similar programs oRonservation or conservation restriction (UR car from 12 to 14 cents per mile

Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket are reg, $50,000). Sponsors: Senator Tarr (R- eNts per mie.
sponsible for saving hundreds of acres Qﬁloucester), Representatives Straus (D_Watershed Protection / Public Access

open space from development. Land bankgaitapoisett), Turkington (D- Falmouth).  In January, the Clinton Administration

have recently been established for the 15_ . Mion i
Environmental Penalties: proposed a record $1.03 billion in land con-

towns on Cape Cod as well as the town OfA Acto S hen Envi | g, SErvation spending for the federal fiscal year

Marion on Buzzards Bay. n Act to Strengthen Environmental En-,5q budget (beginning on Oct. 1, 1999),

The CPA is currently numbered S.15140rcement. This bill would provide DEP i, 900" million coming from thé.and
and H.3203 and is co-sponsored by Selith &bitmore leverage in assigning penaly,  \yater Conservation Fund (LWCF).
Pacheco (D-Taunton) and Rep. Petersd{gS t0 environmental law violators by elimi-¢ yhe total, Clinton wants $413 million for
(D-Marblehead), who also co-chair the Joirffalind the requirement for written notifica-, . jisitions by the four federal land man-
Committee on Natural Resources and Agrﬂqn'. If passed this bil Wo_uld allow DEP Foagement agencies (Forest Service, National
culture. A hearing on the CPA by the Join?l'“rn'n"?‘te the current requwerI\ent to proV'd%’ark Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Committee on Taxation took place before & Notice of Noncompliance” waming be-geice and the Bureau of Land Manage-
standing-room-only crowd at the Statd®r€ ISsUing penalties. Sponsors: Senatione o 2694 hike over current funding, and
House on April 14th. The CPA is expected 90 (D-Lincoin), Representative Peterseiy; g7 million of LWCF money for other land
to emerge (with amendments) from the Tax4P-Marblehead). and water programs within the Agriculture
tion Committee around June 23rd; its next Federal Legislation Benefitting Rivers and Commerce Departments that usually are
anticipated stop is the House Committee cand Watersheds funded by other means. These provisions
Ways and Means or the House floor. Con- Riparian Buffers fund conservation of forests and urban for-
tact the Community Preservation _Coalition Programs in thé996 Farm Bill make the ests, endangered species, farmlands and
at (617) 725-0597 for up-to-date informa- onversion of crop or pasture land to natuc_oastal habitats

tion arr:d atiljwcetﬁ_n how btestttlo mallk,? you?ally vegetated riparian buffers eligible for Of the $413 million, most is already ear-
voice heard on this important egisiation. ,ding under the Conservation Reserv@arked for specific federal acquisitions, but

Phosphorus: Program. Contact the USDA Service Centdhere is a proposal to create a new $50
Senate 990 would amend Chapter 118t (413) 253-4379 for more information. million matching grant programto help states
section 5R by deleting “dishwashing ma- The 1996 amendments to the fed@ate 9SVE!OP Open space preservation and *smart
chines” as one of the cleaning agents ePrinking Water Act (SDWA) make it easier growth” strategies. The administration wants

empted inthe Ol’iginal bill. While lake aSSO'for communities to purchase land or ConseF.o retool the stateside LWCF program by

ciations were the primary advocates in pasgation restrictions for the purpose of protect"fwv‘”lrdlng $150 million in land conservation

ing the original legislation, river advocatesng public drinking water supplies (e.g. ri-3"ants to states on a competitive basis with
should also follow the amendment and corysarian land alongside a tributary to a pub“gmney going to projects consistent with
inued imol ; ; o 'smart growth” plans. Clinton asked for $10
tinued implementation as wastewater treafyater supply reservoir or within the zone of i Vi | fund th
ment plants face limits on the discharge afontribution to a public water supply well). """ to create a revolving loan fund that

phosphorus into rivers and streams. Spogsach state (including Massachusetts) hAonprofits, state and local governments could

sors - Senator Fargo (D-Lincoln), Senatohe option of designating up to 10% of itJISe to acquire land and easements in rural

Kay Khan, and Senator Pam Resor. SDWA revolving loan fund allocation spe-2"¢2*:

Exotic Invasives: cifically for the acquisition of land or con-V_C"fgon'_sdan?éuncemem ngeognenday atfter

o ; . servation restrictions. Land trusts, waterVICeFresiaent(sore propose miflion intax

S;—gclzslelz ac?oﬁ(t:rtc')[lo F?rrc()eg?rtaen? hlﬁéggﬁléqpb;ggghed ass_o_ciat_ions an_d cher groups can assigdits EO help states and Iocallfles pay fOI’. bonds
are the bane of many watersheds and this gMmunities in identifying and prioritizing (called "Better America Bonds") of $9.5 billion
hopes to work on control and eradication d?otentlal acquisitions and even _pre-acquntO fund green space an_d park acquiisition and
these unwanted exotics plus preventing theffd Properties. For more mfor_mat.lon, see thater quality and brownfield cleanup projects.
spread to unaffected areas. Sponsor- SersgSources and Grants section in this issueCall your Senators and Representatives
tor Fargo (D- Lincoln). or contact Kathy Romero at the DEP Divitoll-free to encourage them to continue their

Beaches Bill sion of Water Supply at (617) 292-5727. support for full funding of the LWCF: (888)

o TheTaxpayer Relief Actsigned by Presi- _723-5246. If you write, t_he House ZIP Code
An Act to Create a Minimum Standard foryent Clinton in 1998 contains a provisionis 20515; the Senate'’s is 20510.

Public Bathing Beaches. This is a call fog 2031(c). that should help to encourage _
frequent testing and monitoring of bathing (©). P 9 Continues, page 7
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The Wild & Scenic Sudbury’ The Stewardship Council’s coordinatiorsibly to protect the city of Westfield from
efforts will be enhanced by the activities oflooding. In fact, it is doubtful that flood
Assabe}':,z_and Concord the state-initiated SuAsCo Watershed Tearnpntrol benefits from the dams would have
IVErS led by Mike Fleming, which serves as aeached as far downstream as the city of
Following four years of study and fiveclearinghouse for information and regulawestfield.
years of Congressional consideratiorfory decision making by all levels ofgovern- ag the Westfield River basin dam plans

twenty-nine free-flowing miles of the ment and river advocates. ® ) ogressed, there was little attempt to in-
Sudbury, Assabet, and Concord Rivers were . volve the public. This was right around the
added to the National Wild and Scenic Riv- Early Actions Made time of the first Earth Day and the environ-

ers System. Representative Marty Meehan \Westfield River Wild and ~ mental movement was only in its infancy.

led an official celebration on June 7 in Con- i i Public participation was seldom solicited
cord at the Old North Bridge, site of the Scenic Status Possible and there was no open meeting law.

American Revolution’s “shot heard round In Part One of Riverways’ Special Retro- .
the world.” He was joined by longtime sup-spective Newsletter we mentioned the W“(E_'IWhen Robie Hubley, Steve Johnson, and

o : ; incoln Brower caught wind of meetings
E(()errtr?/rs Senators Ted Kennedy and Jomiggg%Ré\i/\%rde&gnatlon of reaches of th at were being held to discuss these dams,

_ . , . they attended and started to ask questions
These rivers are well known for their out- In 1993, the Westfield River became Masapout why dams were needed on the

standing wildlife habitat, history, scenery,SaChUS?]ttS;jfirSt National Wildﬁanld Scenigyestfield River.
recreation values, and place in AmericaRiver. This designation came afterlongyears - -
literature. The National FI)Dark Service willof work by Pioneer Valley Planning Com- Etarly n thfe PtL 366 process,hthetﬁCS dldd
support a River Stewardship Council thamission, Westfield River Watershed Assof> SYeh (<€ 8 BoHIS 2 SHEH = 1eY T8
will “hit the ground running” to implement ciation, the Westfield River Advisory Com- P " - gen
the river management plan prepared as pavittee, and others who cared. structures” instead. Along with questioning

' whether these structures were needed or

of the study and endorsed by the eight townssusan Gillan reminds us that these “firslyou|d fulfill their ostensible purpose, Lin-
when designation was unanimously repattles” were fought “without the wide sup-coln Brower and Robie Hubley ques’tioned
quested in 1994. port that all of us in resource protectionne scientific basis of the project and argued
Eight towns will be represented on theenjoytoday.” Thereis anevenlonger histonhat the dams would harm the river. Steve
Council and they will be joined by member®f citizen efforts to protect the Westfieldjohnson discovered that SCS was planning
from state agencies, National Park Servic&iver than most of us remember, “a classigundreds of campsites around one of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and twograss-roots river protection effort” to *keepgam impoundments in Middlefield, without
watershed organizations. the Westfield River free of dams, long begonsidering how the town would deal with

Riverways staff Joan Kimball looks for-fore tbe dream of Wild and Scenic status Wagaffic that might be generated. Further ques-
ward to serving as one of the state membe%‘,’m- tioning revealed that the campsites served
continuing a long tradition of involvement Aninterview with Robie Hubley, currently only to produce a positive cost/benefit ratio
by Riverways in protecting these riversthe Massachusetts Audubon’s legislative lifor the project, not to fulfill any recreational
Michele Monjeau, as Assabet River Coordiaison, brought us greater understanding ofreeed.
nator from 1987 to 1990, did the groundpivotal citizen effort during the 1970s that steye Johnson took the information and
work with towns leading to the study re-made today's Wild and Scenic status pogsjans that he had gotten at meetings and
quest. Joan Kimball represented the Govesible. started showing them to the residents who

nor on the Study Committee and served aspne of the key eligibility requirements forwould have been affected by this dam effort.
chair of the Land Conservation Subcommityyild and Scenic status is the river must bele collected signatures on a petition. Lin-
tee. Karen Pelto provided technical assisfree-flowing in a natural condition.” The coln Brower created a film called “The Flood-
tance on the Water Resources Subcommiipper reaches of the Westfield (which aring River,” which illustrated the scientific
tee. the 43 miles of the river officially designatedbenefits of natural flooding to the ecosys-
Julia Blatt’s work spans inception of theWild and Scenic) are free-flowing fromtem. (The film is still available and shown to
study as an aide to then-representative CHetmmington down through Chesterfieldaudiences across the country. It has played a
Atkins, includes two years at Riverwaysfrom Worthington down along the major role in changing many people’s atti-
thanks to National Park Service fundingMiddlefield border and into tudes towards flooding and has become a
performing outreach and technical assis-Chester, and from Becket along th&lassic.)
tance to towns leading to the votes reconiiddlefield border down through Chester. The news traveled and soon residents were
mending designation. Julia is presently thghey remain free-flowing not by accidentoutraged enough to voice their objections to
Executive Director of the Organization forhyt by a concerted effort. local SCS engineers and national officials.
the Assabet River. In the 1960s, the U.S. Soil Conservatio¥!any members of the public began attend-
According to Cassie Thomas of the Naservice (SCS), under Public Law 566, initiind the meetings and voicing opposition to
tional Park Service, major conservation chakted an effort to build dams on many of thie Plans. The ad hoc citizen effort took on
lenges along the rivers include the threats tgibutaries of many rivers across the stat&@0mentum and started getting attention.
instream flow and water quality posed by &hich included the Westfield. The SCS was After about five years of battling, the dam
booming real estate market. However, thefi@en in charge of dams on tributaries and theffort in the Westfield River basin slowly
is also increased funding and action to deters.S. Army Corps of Engineers was in chargdied. The citizen effort had successfully
mine nutrient loading and identify innovateof the main branch dams. gotten SCS to give up on its plans. The
nonpoint source and wastewater treatment, .o ficoan dams were planned for th€Ngineer who was working on the project

technologies. upper reaches of the Westfield River, osteffitit his job. The project manager on the
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West Branch also quit his job. He then took Rachel is developing materials as handstories and to hear Debby Dineen of the
a job protecting floodplains from develop-outs and for our new Adopt-A-Stream WelSudbury Conservation Commission describe
ment. Page. She is also putting Shoreline Surveyise benefits of working with the Hop Brook
When the dams were canceled and tH @ GIS map showing the extent of each ¢frotection Associations Shoreline Survey
battle was won, the citizens who had fougHf'® surveys, the name of the Stream TeamTaam from the Commission’s point of view.

the fight held a celebration picnic with barWatershed Association contact, and alist of participants  also  viewed Mary
b-q chicken and the works. During this celSuccesses from the survey. Once this datayfichelman’s computer-generated report of
ebration in Worthington, a white van pulleccomplete, it will be put on MassGIS and ofe 150-member Stream Team work that she
up and out stepped Arlo Guthrie who set ulr Web Page (www.state.ma.us/dfwelggq jn Acton. These were two outstanding
his mike and sang, “This Land is Your Land.fiver_toc.htm). presentations. Much of Mary’s report (maps,
The memory stillmoves Robie Hubley as he Rachel is also working on “Frequentlystewardship tips, findings) can be found on
relays the story. He reminds us of that gredtsked Questions,” or FAQs, listing quesOAR’s Action Stream Team web page
time in the early 1970s -- and this effort thations and answers that we have compile@vww.ultranet.com/~OAR/stream).
nearly thirty years later still made a differ-over the last few years. We are planning toThe Adopt-A-Stream Program looks for-
ence for a Wild and Scenic River. & add an Action Brochure and eventually afyard to continuing its work with existing

. Action Manual with some case studies. Bot roups and with new groups. Please give
Stream Teams and Shoreline Amy and Rachel can be reached at 617-7290an (X384), Amy (X320) or Rachel (X320)

SurveyS: Continued Success 1614 x 320. a call with questions, suggestions, plans for
Over forty Stream Teams have completed  Building Support Networks new groups, and support for action plans.
Shoreline Surveys, identified resources and See you on the rivers! L J

: . “To help Conservation Commissions un-
roblems and are working on behalf of their, .
E)cal streams. These S%ream Teams arql&rstand the work of Stream Teams - andto Rjver Advocates Forum

watershed associations are involving towﬂ]i?rl](gaht ﬁ;:'gég:}hﬁgrzﬁ] Lé S\%Ltg;mMégg:_n On May 8th, Stream Teams, urban advo-
officials - Conservation Commissions

chusetts Association of Conservation Confat€s, and watershed associations came to-
Boards of Health, Departments of Publi¢ issions (MACC). At their Annual Meet- 96ther in Worcester for the River Advocates
Works, Selectmen, and Planning Boards_-iﬁﬁ:g Joan teamed. up with Bob O'Connor-0rumwhere they heard speakers and shared
preparng for _the|r Surveys, in the actio iréctor of the Watershed Initiative, an stories, questions and answers.
planning, and importantly, in |mplementng”en Anderson, a Board Member and former i i
their Action Plans . , , A National Perspective
' President of the Neponset River Watershed_l_. Pal the F sk t K
AAS Program Staff Association to describe how Commissioné Im Faimer, the ~orum's Keynote Speaker,

- as been involved in river protection since
The Adopt-A-Stream Program is fielding{zggtévrg[:(e\évmt%{ﬁgm Teams as part of th 970 as a writer, photographer, planner,

more requests from watershed associations, ) o conservationist, speaker, and consultant to
Watershed Teams, and Conservation Com-An upcoming article in the MACC news-citizen organizations. He is the author of

missions to create new Stream Teams. Tetter will profile some case studies showingeyeral books including Lifelines: the Case

assist with this work, Riverways has hireguccessful collaborations between Streagg, River Conservation, Endangered Rivers

Amy Singler. Amy graduated from the Uni-Teams and Conservation Commissions. Wen the Conservation Movement, and The
versity of Rochester with a degree in E(:OIE:GIVe recently me(th\I/?i)th a('j' thef CHonTirYati?]'Wild and Scenic Rivers of America.

ogy and Evolutionary Biology and has beefommissions and Boards of Health in the
ng]t% the Program sir>1/ce Feg?/uary, Northeast coastal area to brainstorm ways ofT'm talked about the power and beauty of

: Ivers all over our country. From large rivers
Amy is currently working with Stream working t_ogether. We also hope to wor inari ifeli
y y g closely with the Massachusetts Associatio slow flowing rivers, they are our lifelines.

Teams in the Merrimack, Chicopee, f Health Board orum attendees were challenged and as-
Blackstone, Ten Mile and SuAsCo water®' Health Boards. sured of the importance of our work as Tim
sheds. Amy works with watershed associa-T0 support the work of Watershed Assogaye us a tour of rivers through the seasons
tions to organize steering committees, sugiations in forming Stream Teams, we havgnq across our land in his breathtakingly
port outreach efforts, train groups to condudtreated several “Train the Trainers” groupS;eautiful slide show. Tim’s slides also high-
Shoreline Surveys, and create Action PlandNortheast Trainers” is composed of thgjghted advocates and their stories. He said
Amy is doing much the same work as Beckwatershed associations in the Ipswichpgt

Roolf and Steven Lewis were doing lasParker, North Coastal, Merrimack and
year. Nashua watersheds, Central Massachusett

To support Adopt-A-Stream groups inTrainers, Blackstone and Chicopee; Wes}-

g/lany rivers are not able to be as they once
ere because of big dams. River conserva-

implementing their action plans, we hav&™ Massachusetts, Housatonic. These gro d'StS h?jvi}h belfntflgh(;lng dtamsthfort_((jje-_
hired Rachel Calabro as Stream Team Tecf the sources of great ideas and provi € ning: Stanislas was our Iast big 1085, We

urning: Stanislaus was our last big loss. We
nical Assistant. To fill this newly created.SlJpportforeaCh other through problem sol have been working on water quality and

position, Rachel brings expertise as a geold'J and sharing of experiences. We Welrunoffissues: pipes, cattle, mining, develop-

gist and hydrologist. Rachel came t(rf[ome ideas of new locations for additional

. . ment, and logging. Like thousands of these
Riverways from the Coastal Resources Cen- & the Trainer Groups. people and like you, we've stopped point

ter at the University of Rhode Island. She In addition to presentations at the Rivegqyces, stopped dams, worked for instream
received her Masters Degree in Geologfdvocates Forum, the Adopt-A-Stream Profig s

from URI in 1997, and has worked on varigram also had a Stream Team Workshop a .
ous coastal non-point source pollution anthe SuAsCo River Visions Forum. Stream orlf ?erzt(?r?i\f[\ilolr? gre“ Sg‘%)g?o%??s/irgfa?gr
coastal hazards issues. Teams and watershed associations (and HOrK: - Only

terested folks) had an opportunity to share Continues, page 14
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Urban Rivers Update

Urban Rivers Program receives EPA Environmental Merit Award

Maria Van Dusen and Anne Livingston North River - Salem Sound 2000 graders, establishing brook patrols, and de-
received an Environmental Merit Award pennis Gaudet from Salem State Coneg\éeloping a business packet. Many of the
from Region I of the U.S. Environmentalig creating a handbook for the city and promaterials will be translated into Spanish for
Protection Agency (EPA) for their work ingpective developers on how to redevelof'® Hispanic community.
the Urban Rivers Program. The EPA awarfhqystrial areas along the North River in an Urban Rivers Grants
noted their great strides in helping locabco|agically sound way. The Handbook is _ . _ .
communities restore and revitalize their Urgesigned to assist city planners in Salem and! his spring the Urban_ Rivers Program
ban rivers and riverfronts. Peabody and developers along the Nor warded six grants ranging from $5,000 to

Since the Program’s beginning in 1996River in identifying what is required under>20,000 to six municipalities. The goal of
Maria and Anne have worked to build stronenvironmental regulations and what the Urban Rivers Programis to involve more
ger community organizations and increased;mprovements or restoration activities ar eople ftr)om urtr)]ar_w cpmmunltlesl; ) aﬁlwtleﬁs
interest in urban waterways. Theyeeded to improve the quality of the North, at embrace their rivers as well as develop
organization’s advice, grants and help i er. n upderstan_dmg of the enwronmen_talland
finding other funding sources have resulted _ public health issues connected to their river.
in new parks, greenways and river guides iENeponset River - Boston Natural Aréas 1 this end, we contribute fund to on-
communities from Somerville to Pittsfield und going projects that:
to Lowell. Elise MacDonald from Quincy College is, (ayitalize urban riverfronts

The EPA also recognized the Urban Rivi€S€arching issues around improving a fishy gqress the interests of city neighborhoods

ers Program efforts in forming the GreatePass""ﬁf3 on_tr}g rll\leponse(tj River by (Iqurnlng near rivers
Boston Urban Resources Partnership artf°ut |stor|r<1: '_5" ke)znes agbrlvercon |t|(r)]ns, restore degraded habitats and anadromous
their work with the Chelsea Creek Action €' résearch willbe used by BNAF t0 Show sy ryns in urban areas and protect

Group to mobilize communities around th&!® the river has changed and developing an

outreach plan for adam breaching study (see healthy river systems.
Chelsea Creek and Mill Creek. the Insertpin this issue for detailsg)]. V' brief summary of the 1999 projects are

Sixteenindividuals and organizations from Alewife Brook - Alewife/Mystic River listed below.
Massachusetts were honored on Advocates y Mystic Valley Development Commission
April 22, 1999 by the EPA for their contri- - Cities of Malden, Medford, Everett, will

_ Nathan Kelly from Tufts University is

: . se their $10,000 award to fund a prelimi-
%evelopmg and carrying out an Urban Lan

butions to the environment. Thirty-nine re
cipients from around New England receive . ) X ary assessment along tlalden River of

Environmental Merit Awards at an EarthoS€ Survey to identify potential sources ofha"natural resources where releases of oil
Day ceremony at stormwater pollution flowing into Alewife anq/0r hazardous materials may have af-

; : . Brookfrom the surrounding neighborhoodsgecteq the water quality, wildlife and habitat
Faneuil Hall. The awards, given out sincqathan will enter the information from theand develop ast(r]ateg))//’for a potential natural

1970, honor individuals and groups Wh%urvey into a GIS map and compare thgycource damage claim,

have shown particular ingenuity and comyegyits from the survey with the water qual- _
mitment in their efforts to preserve the enViry monitoring data recorded by volunteers. On theSaugus Riverthe Town of Saugus

ronment. This year’'s competition drew morgathan will be analyzing potential connecWill apply $8,800 toward creating final de-

than 80 applications. tions between pollutants measured in the sign plans for the Riverwalk and explore the
. o . conceptof extending the Riverwalk in phases.
1999 Urban River Fellows stream and activities on the land to assistin P 9 P

The Urban Rivers Program was delighte§'@king recommendations for educational On theConnecticut River, the City of

- - utreach to residents on reducing pollutef©!yoke will use $8,200 hold community
e e o oty o

. , — for a ramp down from the top of the flood
round of Urban River Fellows. Urban River West Branch of the Housatonic River - ool levee in Springdale Park to the Con-

Fellows are graduate students from locdiousatonic Valley Association necticut River to create access for small

colleges and universities hired by the Urban shamu Fenyuesi from Berkshire Commurecreational rowing shells and canoes.
River Program to assist community spomjty College is researching clean-up of the The Town of Amesbury will conduct an
sored on-going projects. abandoned King Street dump and determi%‘cological assessment on the Back River. a
Graduate student support enhances largag the feasibility of developing agreenwain tary to thePowow River with their ’
projects by providing the means to add along the West Branch of the Housatonigsng award. The assessment will be used to
needed component and a forum for sharirfdiver in Pittsfield. Shamu has interviewetguide restoration of the stream and redevel-
what is happening on the river to the publioieighbors, city officials and former employ-oyment in this area to ensure it does not
Each project chosen for graduate studeres to determine what hazardous materi grade the river system. Funding will also

support deals with an opportunity for im-were deposited at the dump. be used to investigate the hydrology of an
proving or building awareness of urban riv- Monoosnoc Brook - Nashua River Wa- unnamed tributary flowing into the Powow

ers that has not been fully capitalized on ifrshed Association River. The hydrological study will assess
the past. Kathleen O’Connor from Tufts University the cost and effectiveness of daylighting a

This spring, five Urban Fellows are work-s assisting in the outreach campaign for thellvert and restoring wetlands to reduce
ing with local community sponsors on thayionoosnoc Brook Greenway Project bylooding and improve the health of the

following projects: developing a book about the brook for 6tHPOwow River.
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The City of Somerville will use an $8000Legislative Action, cont. from page 3  Atthe momentthe bill is in the Energy and
award to produce a video and Public Service Conserving Water to Power subcommittee. Sent there on 24 Feb-
Announcement that provides concrete local . ruary by the Committee on Commerce.
examples and specific recommendations for Preserve Rivers S. 188, sponsored by Senator Ron Wyder
the public to “make a difference”in stopping Senate Bill 1042 and House Bill 3124, and Senator Burns, is a bill intent on amend-
non-point source pollution to thilystic ~ “An Act Establishing a Water Resources  ing the federal Water Pollution Control Act
River. Conservation and Efficiency Program”  to expand the funding possibilities of the

The City of Lawrence will use $8000 to This bill would authorize the DepartmentsState Revolving Fund (SRF). The bill would
develop a business and resident based plahEnvironmental Management and Enviallow states to use SRF money to promote
for recreational, pedestrian and parking imronmental Protection to create a water ravater conservation and control polluted run-
provements of the West Island along thgource protection program, with the Ipswictoff. The bill was been read twice and sent to
Merrimack River . A temporary riverfront River watershed serving as a pilot. DEP anidie Committee on Environment and Public
public art installation will highlight the im- DEM would also be charged with conductWorks in January.
portance of the area to the neighborhood amgy a study of the state’s water conservation
the city. & policies from which they would make ISTEA/TEA-21 Update

recommendations for policy improvements. TEA-21, the successor to ISTEA, autho-

Sharing Interns and |
Urban Fellows |

Riverways has had some amaz-
ing interns over the years (Seg
Postcards from the Field in the
most recent Riverways Newslet-
ters). This spring we were fortu-
nate to have Kathleen O’Connor
who is finishing her first year at
Tufts Urban Environmental Pro-!
gram. Kathleen has put togethef
the Rivers Month Calendar,:!
worked on the Small Grants Pro-|
gram, a set of legislative informa-
tion pieces and a compilation of|
funding sources for groups. |

This year and last we paid sti-,
pends for five graduate students
to serve as Urban River Fellows
onurbanriver projects undertaken
by municipalities and watershed
groups. |

Our interns are often looking,
for their nextjob so continue to let:
us know of openings. Jennifer,
Hill of the Watershed Institute
came in this spring to take a look
at their resumes and hired twa
applicants for their VISTA posi- !
tions. Other agencies and waterr
shed associations have begun to
use our pool of resumes to find
candidates. |

We want to continue to match,
interns with position openings'
available at other agencies and
non-government organizations.
Contact our Riverways Program
Assistant Pat Sheppard at 617+
727-1614 x360 if you would like |
her to help you match your open-
ing with an intern !

Ten million dollars would be allocated torizes $3.3 billion ($630 million yearly) on
assist communities and water districts foenhancements between 1998-2003, up from
water conservation programs plus the sta?.8 billion under the old law. The enhance-
would have its first Water Conservationments program was created by Congress to
Coordinator position. address the environmental impacts of high-

An additional provision proposes interimway construction on local communities.
flow standards for aquatic life protectionTwelve “activities” are eligible for funding,
and studies to develop instream flow metHncluding walking and biking trails, historic
ods. Increased efficiencies in water supplpreservation, scenic beautification, land ac-
delivery and use will enable more water téluisition and rail-trails. The National Trans-
be retained in the natural environment, wheortation Enhancement Clearinghouse (888-
it is critically needed to sustain healthy388-6832, <www.railtrails.org/ntec>) has
aquatic and other water-dependent orgafdetails.
isms and ecosystems. This proposed legislaThe TEA-21 User’s Guideby the Surface
tion should help effectively persuade comTransportation Policy Project, details its dif-
munities to turn to increased efficiency aserences in emphasis from ISTEA (more $
the first and best means to avoid water shoffer repair/maintenance of existing highways
ages. The Committee on Natural Resourcesther than new highway construction, new
and Agriculture held a public hearing org to help communities coordinate land use
May 24th, publiccomments are encourage@nd transportation planning, etc.). The 70-
Sponsored by Senator Tarr (R-Gloucestempage document is available for $15 from
Representative Petersen (D-Marblehead) STPP, (202) 466-2636, <www.tea21.org>.

Interbasin Transfer Act Guidance TEA-21 itself is available from the Govern-

In July, the Water Resources CommissiogIent Printing Office at (202) 512-1808, or
will vote on performance standards tha ownloadable from the Web at <www.fhwa.

clarify what is meant by the requirement foPOt'gO\p' ) ]
communities to implement all practical wa- In Massachusetts, quite a few river,
ter conservation measures prior to obtainingfeenway and/or bikeway projects have re-
approval under the Massachusetts Interbagtgived ISTEA/TEA-21 funding for some
Transfer Act. In particular, the guidance setdspect of design and/or construction, includ-
forth detailed recommendations on residenfg:
tial gallons per capita day (gpcd), unacAssabet River Rail Trail, Acton/Hudson/
counted for water (UAW), rate structures, Marlboro/Maynard
billing cycles, public education, and infiltra-Blackstone River Bikeway, Uxbridge
tion/inflow removal from sewers. Charles River MDC Bikepath, Watertown/
Federal Bills Newton/Waltham

Chicopee Riverwalk, Chicopee

HR 623, introduced by Representativ : .
Knollenberg is a bill to eliminate certain reguﬁoggﬁﬁgﬁga Riverwalk, Agawam/W.

lations on plumbing supplies, specifically re- ) . : . .
quirements for showerheads, faucets, and t (preenfield Riverside Bikeway, Green River

lets to meet some level of water conservati elrrml? BCrook|Vallllfy Trlaul,kPembroke
standards. Mr. Knollenberg regards these r olyoke Canalwalk, Holyoke field
guirements as “ridiculous federal mandates” ousatonic River Grlienway, Pittsfie
and wishes to get the federal government o pusatonic Riverwalk, Great Barrington
of our bathrooms and return a “voice of real swich Riverwalk

son” to government. Continues, next page
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Merrimack Riverwalk, Haverhill/Methuen/ priority list submitted to the Mass. Highway

Tewksbury Dept.). Here is a list of RPA TEA-21 con- American Heritage

Middlesex Canal, Billerica tacts: Rivers Update
Millers River Greenway, Athol/Orange Berkshire Red. Plannina Commission ) )
Nashua River (Ayer-Dunstable) Rail Trail charles Cook (9413) 4222521 Russ Cohen of Riverways is part of the
Nashua River Trail, Leominster <charles_cook@mma.org> core groups for both the Connecticut and
Neponset River Bikeway, Boston/Milton Ny . the Blackstone/Woonasquatucket
New Bedford Waterfront (Acushnet R.) Cape Cod Commission American Heritage Rivers and reports
Pawtucket Blvd. Bikeway, TyngsboroROIbert Mumford (?08%3621-'3858 I the following:

(Merrimack R.) <pl@cape.com> ( or Frisciia ?C ere) July 1st is the date for a ceremonial
Quequechan River Path, Fall River Central Mass. Regional Planning signing of the Memorandum of Undef-
Powow Riverwalk, Amesbury Commission standing by the New England Federal
South Hadley Canal Restoration Carl Hellstrom (508) 756-7717 Partners, the Governors of Vermont, New
Taunton River Bike Trail, Taunton <trans@ma.ultranet.com> Hampshire, Massachusetts & Connegti-
Upper Charles River Trail, Holliston Franklin Regional Council of Gvts. cut, the Heritage Rivers sponsors and
Waltham Riverwalk (Charles R.) Linda L. Dunlavy (413) 774-1193 others interested in working to make this
Ware River Valley Rail Trail, Ware/ <transpor@frcog.org> new initiative a success.

Hardwick _ Martha’s Vineyard Commission At this time the Connecticut River’
Westfield Riverwalk (Westfield R.) Andrew Grant (508) 693-3453 new Navigator Dan Burke will be intro

duced by John DeVillars, Regional Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency New England, along with
the River Pilots from the respective fed-

The Mass. Highway Department (MHD) Merrimack Valley Planning Comm.

also has a Public Lands Program, which hag .o -0 onnicle (978) 374-0519
funded river/canal walks in Lowell. <mvpcéaol com>

Matt Amorello, MHD’s new Commis-

sioner, has expressed strong support f%rzl;/:ﬁgg)ﬁIl:té:\;SA(gelz%PAIraSrlr_nzn7g7OCounC|| eral_agenme_s. FoIIowmgthe signing and
bikeways and other “green” projects. Unforkblucas@ma c.ora> abr|efm¢et|ng, the NaV|gatorw!II leadja
tunately, however, an overall cap has been pe.org- _ tour of river and watershed sites and
placed by Congress on MassachusettsMontachusett Regional Planning projects of special interest.
transportation-related expenditures of fedcommission Johanna Hunter has been named the
eral dollars, as some Congressional leaddp§ad Harris (978) 345-7376 Navigator for the Blackstone
felt the Commonwealth has gotten mor&mrpc@mrpc.org> Woonasquatucket American Heritage
than its fair share of highway money in the Nantucket Planning and Economic Rivers. Johannawas officially introduced
recent past. As the Central Artery Projedbevelopment Commission on May 18th via a series of meetings
(a.k.a. the “Big Dig") continues to use theBeth Giannini (508) 228-7233 with her new constituency at several
lion’s share of the spending cap on federalbethg@nantucket.net> points in the watershed, including Proyi-
highway money allocated to Massachusetts,qrthern Middlesex Council of dence, Woonsocket, Whitinsville and
there is relatively little available federalg,yernments Worcester. Johanna expressed excjte-
money to fund other highway projects in th%everly Woods (978) 454-8021 ment about working in a watershed with

state, never mind bikeway or other “green’ so much already going on and so mgny
projects. Approximately $10 million of ) _ people and groups already involved |in
Mass.’s allocation of federal TEA-21_©ld Colony Planning Council various aspects of river protection/resto-
money is expected to be spent on enhandg@squale Ciaremella (508) 583-1833 ration and community revitalization.
ment projects in this (FY99) and forthcom ~0CPC@ici.net> _ . Johanna’s “inauguration” ceremony Js
ing fiscal years (a substantial drop in fund- Pioneer Valley Planning Commission currently scheduled for Monday, Ju
ing from enhancement allocations duringpana Roscoe (413) 781-6045 19th at Tupper Park, situated along t

the ISTEA years). The same goes for thedroscoe@pvpc.org> Blackstone at the MA/RI line.

Recreational Trails Program (a.k.a. the goytheastern Regional Planning and
Symmes” Program), which, in spite of TEA-Economic Development District .
21's authorization of $270 million nation-Roland Herbert (508) 824-1367 Momentum and Monies

wide, and $900,000 already authorized fa¢rhepert@srpedd.org> Build Volunteer Monitoring

z'\i/lrzai?jcgngtz)sdolivgrr:rlwyof)r;?(?jgtgg ttr?isfﬁg_dPlease call Russ Cohen at Riverways if The Massachusetts Watershed Initiative
cal year : you do not know which RPA(s) your projecthas brought many changes to watershed
’ ) . falls under. For additional general informamanagement, not the least of which is an
Nevertheless, bikeway and other “greention about TEA-21 in Massachusetts, conanprecedented commitment to volunteer
projects can and should still receive somgyct Josh Lehman, MHD's Bike/Ped. Coorwater quality monitoring. In the last budget
financial support from enhancement and/qfinator (617-973-7329); Linda Walsh, En-session for fiscal year 1999 the legislature
other TEA-21 programs, such as th@ancements Coordinator (617-973-8052)kppropriated $250,000 in support of volun-
“CMAQ" (congestion mitigation air qual- sarah Bradbury, Scenic Byways Prograrteer monitoring. Of that, $140,000 of that
ity) program. Advocates for rail trails and(617.973-7471); Peter Brandenburg, DEM'svas awarded this spring through the Coastal
other projects potentially funda_ble thrOUQhSymmes“Planner(617-727-3180 ext.655)Zone Monitoring Program to 31 volunteer
TEA-21 are urged to contact their respectivgy Craig Della Penna, New England Reprezoastal and inland water monitoring pro-
regional planning commissions (RPAs fogentative, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, (413jrams, sponsored by watershed associations

short) and seek to get their project listed opgg.7154, <railtrail@map.com>. @ municipalities, land trusts, and schools.
the “TIP” (i.e. the RPA’'s TEA-21 wish/

nmcog@tiac.net>

o<
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Many environmental groups can cite moniinternet-based discussion of the survey r&ion possibilities in currently “stressed” ba-
toring as their first real organizational toolsults (Check MassWWP web page of upsins or how to protect those not yet showing
For some regions of the state, volunteedates at www.umass.edu/tei/mwwp) conthe signs of hydrologic stress. For more
based monitoring provides the only continuducting a series of volunteer monitoringnformation, contact Cindy DelPapa.
ous baseline of information in a watersheccommunity meetings where issues will be . .

One Fish, Two Fish

A large number of groups received mone§Xplored in detail _ .
to purchase equipment or directly support The River Watch Network will work with _ Volunteers organized by the Parker River
their monitoring programs. Staff from dif- Citizens Advisory Committee to produce &-/€&n Water Association have, for the third
ferent state agencies will be assisting theet of recommendations to EOEA on how€&' in a row, peered into the tumbling
grant recipients with their work plans androlunteer monitoring can be a most effectivi/aters of the Parker River fishways to watch
preparation of grant stipulated Quality Asforce in Massachusetts. EOEA believes thdp" réturning alewives. During this spring,
surance Project Plans. This funding wilolunteer monitoring can play a central rold"€ run, which begins around April 15, was
make cost effective gains in our understandh environmental decision making and €Stimated to be 7000 fish. This represents an
ing, management, and watershed protectiamorking to bring this about across the statd)créase from the previous two years, but

efforts . . does not yet rival counts from the 1970's
' Formore information, contact Jerry Schoe(ynich estimated a population of approxi-
Money was also allocated to help volunef MassWWP at 413-545-5532 Olmately 35,000.

teer groups strengthen their monitoring worfjschoen@tei.umass.edu.
through establishment of a network of re-
gional entities capable of assisting volunteer

groups with arange of needs. The Executive The Science of Instream Flow

Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) Ri d t ho h b invol grant o repair_ th_e steps of one of the ma-
has been working with several non-profit RIVer advocates who have been involvegonry pool-weir fishways. As part of the

service organizations to establiskegional In evaluating the ecological health of theirepair, they will construct a mold system that
Service Providers Network to enhance _rivers and streams will benefit from ancan be used to repair steps within any of the
training and assistance for volunteer mongstream flow workshop to be hosted byixfishways. The Sportsmen were one of the
tors. In fiscal year 199the Charles River iverways this fall. The Northeast Waterfirst groups to join the Fishway Stewardship
Watershed Association, the Merrimack Rivep1€ds Roundtable is providing funding foProgram.

Watershed Council, the Urban Harbors Inth€ Workshop through its Flow Subcommit- |, \arch, Riverways hosted a workshop
stitute, and the Community Foundation o €. for aspiring fish counters on other streams
Cape Cod all received small grants to en-The goal ofthe workshopisto bringemergand “spawned” two fish watches on the
hance their ability to provide support in theiing science to decision-makers and rivelpswich and Mystic Rivers. On the Mystic,
respective geographic areas. advocates. As designed, it will lay a foundaalewives were spotted teeming throughout
It is important to keep in mind that thistion_for considering the_ river's rights toAlewife Brook - a good sign for this small
owing water as a public trust value ancbeleaguered urban stream.

network is very much in the experimenta[ln id hnical . ired
stage. For the present it largely means thalc! Provide technical presentations pairedgy, the |pswich, the Division of Marine
heries and the Ipswich River Watershed

many groups in the Merrimack and othel" ghemes that have em.erged as Iregp:;atogrs
drainages east of Route 495 have a new lo@j]d Managementagencies struggle with petssociation were interested in confirming
source of information, networking, and ser- returning blueback herring following the

mit decisions.
vices. Two questions that have been identifiethstallation of a new fishway at the Sylvania
Another pool of money will fund the Mas- thus far to guide our search for experts in tham in 1997. Not only were fish spotted

sachusetts Water Watch Partnershiﬁrea are: using the new De.nil fishway, but they were
(MassWWP) to promote and support the How do we evaluate flow needs on IS0 seen struggling to ascend the old pool-
regional service providers while trying towatershed or subwatershed scale with limWeir fishway at Foote Brothers Canoe.
coordinate the regional entities with the volited fisheries data? and What protective Special thanks to Rich Tomczyk, Ipswich/
unteer groups needing their assistance. @ffresholds do we need for winter flows? FoParker Watershed Team Leader, for work-
course the MassWWP will continue theifmore information, contact Karen Pelto.  ing with the Ipswich River Watershed Asso-
training, workshops, conferences, and de- Stressed Basins ciation on organizing training workshops
velopment of helpful materials as they act as and to Dick Quinn, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
a state-wide service provider. Many Massachusetts tributaries and riverService, for working with the Town of
EOEA wants to gage the potential of th§2V€ experienced periods of low to no-flowpswich Public Works to design and install a
grants program and the regional service%ond't'ons‘ One question that the Massacheemporary counting board to ease fish view-

network and to evaluate all aspects of volu etts Water Resources Commission is grafhg.

teer monitoring in Massachusetts. To thaR.Im,(-,:1 with is how to define a "stressed ba- Riverways will host a follow-up workshop

end EOEA has contracted with the Rive?'n'_ _ _for groups involved in fish counts and
Watch Network to do an assessment of com-Vicki Gartland of the Department of Envi-watches to share their data and plan for next
munity-based monitoring in Massachusett§onmental Management is leading a sulseason’s efforts. Contact Karen Pelto for
This involves: committee that is charged with determiningnore information.

the hydrologic characteristics of “stress.” In Restoration efforts on the Ipswich and

tee to provide broad-based input into thgdd't'on' t(;"S gl;_rqup Wf:," |(tj_ent|fy ?OW pro; Neponset Rivers continue, with the Division
assessment conducting surveys of voluntegFatmS and ?0 |C|esta e(':llmgt\tl\r,]a grifW?t‘.S 5f Marine Fisheries stocking both systems
monitors, service providers, agency and othi‘a er, and stormwaterwill putthe detinition iy, thoysands of blueback herring taken

. The fish will get a lift from the Essex
Of Flows and Fishes County Sportsmens Association again this
summer, as they use a Riverways Small

establishing a Citizens Advisory Commit

data users, and funders facilitating a O use in their review of proposed projectsy o, the strong Charles River run. @
he subcommittee has yetto discuss restora-

9 RIVERWAYS Newsletter  Summer 1999



RESOURCES & GRANTS (5) New Strategies: Targeted responses 55,000 will be distributed this year, with
the nation’s new political realities, withindividual grants ranging from $5,000 to

Grants emphasis on economic arguments for rive$25,000. The full 1999 Grant Guidelines
. . protection and broadening the effectivenesand 1998 recipients list can be obtained by
The new 7th (1999) edition @nviron or local outreach and advocacy; sending a blank e-mail message to

mental Grantmaking Foundationsis now -
available both in p?int ($94) and on CD- (6) Urban River Restoration: Efforts to<nPtgrants@lyris.ombwatch.org>.

ROM ($104) plus $6 shipping and handlingProtectand restore urban waterways through1999 NPT Innovation Awards: The sec-
This is a comprehensive guide to 750 of thedmMmmunity organizing, public outreach, lob-ond year of recognizing organizational tech-
most significant independent, community?ying and other activities. nology strategies used by nonprofit organi-
and company-sponsored foundations thatThe Coalition meets three times and ha&Rtions in public policy activities that dem-
fund environmental projects. This editiorthree deadlines: June 1, August 20 and N@hstrate effectiveness, innovation, and les-
profiles 200 members of the Environmentalember 20. For application guidelines, congons learned. Monetary awards range from
Grantmakers Association plus over 500 fourtact National Rivers Coalition c/o Chad?1,000 to $3,000. View the guidelines and
dations that give environmental grants. Eacmith, American Rivers, 1025 Vermonthe 1998 list of winners by sending a blank
profile gives you the data you need to targetve., N.W., Suite 720, Washington, DCE-Mail message to <nptawards@lyris.
your most likely sources of support. T20005, (202) 547-6900 (voice), (202) 3479mbwatch.org>. For more information,
order, contact Resources for Globab240 (fax), <chadsmth@amrivers.org> (eViSit the NPT Project website at:
Sustainability, P.O. Box 22770, Rochestemail). <www.ombwatch.org/ombw/npt/> or

NY 14692-2770, (800) 724-1857, or Web contact OMB Watch’s Ryan Turner by email

L The D.I.R.T. (“Direct Impact on Rivers < S
site: <www.home.eznet.net/~rgs>. and Trails”) Program provides grants ran atoz_tzu:;?féa(g)f mbwatch.org> or phone at

Directory of Funding Sources for ing from $2,500 - $5,000 for projects tha ; ; .
Grassroots River and Watershed Con- will directly resultin enhanced public accesﬁ]Grt'znltjﬁfkﬁ]vawg:grfg(iggg;s Relat
servation Groups - 1997is available for to and/or along rivers and other recreational > L 9
$35 from River Network, P.O. Box 8787 resources; over $200,000 has been given ouPEP’S Drinking Water Program recently
Portland, OR 97207-8787, (800) 423-674% date. Past funded projects include: rivehnounced the availability of funds under its
or <rivernet@igc.apc.org>. We also have eleanups along a heavily-used recreationdWTechnical Assistance/Land Manage-
copy of this document in Riverways’ office,waterway in Oregon: invasive species réN€nt Grant Program. Examples of eli-
which you are welcome to come in and looknoval and fencing out livestock along #JiPle projects include: promoting vegetated
at. A regional version of this documentyiver greenway in San Diego: constructiofiParian buffer zones atagricultural and other
entitled theNortheast Funding Directory  of a boat ramp to serve an urban waterway fit€S; educating public officials, businesses
for Grassroots River and Watershed Virginia; and restoring recreational riverand residents on local drinking water issues;
Groups, is currently in production and shouldflows for an Idaho whitewater river. Thecoordinating and improving emergency re-
be available later this year. next proposal due date is July 7, with granfgPOnse to spills, etc; developing a local sur-

Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REl)do- awards announced on August 13th. Pleatdce yvgter;upplydprotectlr?n. pl<|’:1n per DEP
nated $70,000 in 1998 to support grassroot§Nd proposals to: PowerBar, Inc., ATTNETItera; and providing technical assistance
river conservation. The Seed Grant PrddIRT Program, 2150 Shattuck Ave., BerkeOn Water conservation.
gram, which is administered by the NationdeY, CA 94710. More information is avail- The maximum grant to be awarded is
River Coalition, seeks to promote the proable on the Web at <www.powerbar/com$45,000, with a total of $490,000 expected
tection of and public access to rivers. Gran®howeare/dirt>. to be available during this funding round.

range from $200 to $1,000 and can coverThe Environmental Support Center's Eligible applicants are technical assistance
project-specific expenses such as printingnvironmental Loan Fund provides loans Providers such as: Regional Planning Agen-
mailing, travel, phone and meetings. Grantsp to $50,000 to enable nonprofit grassroofdeS: Conservation Districts, Land Trusts,
cannot pay for salaries or for hiring outsidenvironmental groups to stabilize, increasg!tizens” Groups, Business Associations,
consultants. Project proposals must focus amd diversify their long-term funding base Yolunteer Boards and Commissions, Edu-
one or more of the following six criteria andThe Loan Fund also has money available ((gfitional Institutions, Watershed Assocations
have measurable results: to $2,000 per year per group, 10% locnd State Agencies. Pupllc water supphers
(1) River recreation: Promotion of rivermatch required) to help grassroots groug¥® not eligible to apply directly for funding
recreation that is muscle-powered and envili'e & professional consultant to design Qut are encouraged to collaborate with eli-
ronmentally sustainable, with emphasis oRroject that will produce long-term incomedible organizations on projects of mutual
. g : X as well as pav off the ESC loan). Deadling@terest. The public water supply for which
projects to improve river access; ( 1S pay ) ; ;
for applying for a loan are March 15, Jundhe grantis targeted must be an active source.
signed to protect rivers through local statls’ Sep'gember 15 and January 15: For mord_and tru_sts,watershed associatiqns and/or
orfederal legislation, with emphasis oﬁWiI formation, contact Pam Macedonia, ESC’sther eligible groups could submit a pro-
; oan Fund Manager, at (202) 966-9834posal to identify parcels and ownerships and

and Scenic River designation or m"’mageiloanfund@envsc.0rg> orviathe Internet girepare outreach materials (such as newslet-

(2) Lobbying for Rivers: Advocacy de-

ment, _ N <WWW.ENvsC.org>. ters and brochures) to promote the protec-
(3) State River Policies: Improvement of OMB WATCH: Nonprofits, policy, and tion of currently unprotected open space
state river policies and watershed protectiop ., gy grants & awards ' contributing surface and/or groundwater flow

through legislation or regulation;

(4) Hydropower Reform: Protection of
river resources and recreational opportunj-
ties, with emphasis on dam licensing of,
relicensing;
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to public water supply reservoirs, wells and

19.99 NPT Pilot Project _Grants qssist NO5ther withdrawal points. This could include
rofit efforts that employ information teCh'underwriting the costs of a campaign to

ology too_ls and_ strategies to _develop %onvince atown (via avote attown meeting)
olster their public policy activities. Up to

to pass abond or take other meanstoraise the




necessary funds to acquire such land. This documentis part of EPA’'s Watershed A new book of water conservation success
The grant money could also be used fdicademy Information Transfer Series and istories from California offers some univer-
developing protocols for managing recrelumber 11 in the_ series. ThI.S series wasally ysefpl |dea§usta|nable Use oquter
ational access to public water supply landdeveloped to provide information to water- California Success Storig®acific Insti-
(i.e., to enable the development, mainteshed practitioners about different aspects tdite) is the culmmatlon of a two-year _study
nance and use of a trail system passiryéat_ershed management. Documents in tid water practices in the state. Details are
through watershed lands in a manner that §$"ies are also available from NCEPI and qorovided on_forty success storiesin the areas
consistent with public water supply proteclhe Watershed Academy’s homepagef cooperative partnetshlps,_lmproved use
tion). [For example: Mark Robinson, Direc_at:<www.epa.gov/OWOW/watershed/of existing techno!ogles! pricing mecha-
tor of the Compact of Cape Cod Conservavacademy/its.html>. nisms, regulatory incentives and motiva-

tion Trusts, has found that Cape Cod waterlf you have any comments or questiondons, and effective use of data. An Execu-
suppliers, both town water depts. and quaskbout this new Catalog, please contact Anrjye Summary of this book can be found on
public water districts, are cooperative inWeinberg, (202) 260-7107 and Joan Wafhe Web at <www.pacinst.org>. The full
allowing on-foot access across their landen, (202) 260-7796 in EPA’s Watershed€Port can be ordered from the Pacific Insti-

for the Cape Cod Pathways regional traBranch. tute for $20.00 per copy (includes shipping).
network.] Contact Lorelei Muenster, (510) 251-1660

Proposals are due at 12 noonAungust Upcomlng Events or <pistaff@pacinst.org>.

20; grant award recipients will be notified Earth Days Calendaris a periodically-  “Greenways”is the name of a quarterly
October 1. RFPs are available on the Web apdated listing of environmental and/or outletter putout by the Rhode Island Greenways
<Www.comm-pass.com> or by contactingloors-related events held in Massachusetfgongress. Contact Greenways, c/o Vision
the DEP representatives below. No matchFhe calendar is accessible via the Web &hode Island, One Allens Ave., Providence,
ing funds are required, but an applicantswww.magnet.state.ma.us/envir/RI 02903 to get on the mailing list.
securement of matching funds increases tigarth.htm>. For more information, contact Seeking to encourage the trend of environ-
chance their proposal will receive a favorMeg Colclough at (617) 727-9800 ext. 218mental group-business partnerships, the Al-
able review. These grants may be used forrhe watershed Academy, US EPA, NeWiance for Environmental Innovation, a joint
surface water or groundwater public watefjampshire Dept. of Environmental Servicedroject of the Pew Charitable Trusts and the
supply sources, but surface water sourcgaNyH Extension Service, New England RiveFEnvironmental Defense Fund, recently is-
will receive preference for funding. Watch, Council of State Governments, Greest/€d guidelines and strategies for environ-
Grant money is available on a reimburseVountain Institute and other sponsors ar@ental advocacy groups seeking to work
ment-for-services-rendered basis, with rehosting a one-week sessiongbrkingata  With business. The repofatalyzing Envi-
imbursement checks issued on a quarter/atershed Levelon the UNH campus in fonmental Results: Lessons in Advocacy
basis. Projects should be one to two years Burham, NH August 16-20. The course adOrganization-Business Partnerships
duration, with extension permitted for goodiresses watershed ecology, system dynagiailable free on request from EDF Publica-
cause. For more information, contact Kathics, assessment and analysis, planning/maifns, 1875 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Wash-
Romero (617) 292-5727 or Catherin@gementapproaches, remediation strategiédgton, DC 20009, 202-387-3500, or on-line
Sarafinas (617) 556-1070 at DEP’s Drinkpublicinvolvement, and outreach/educatiort <www.edf.org/more/10507>.
ing Water Program or visit DEP’s web site aflso included are reviews of regional case “50 Ways to Get Political'is a pamphlet
<www.state.ma.us/dep>. studies and field trips on assessment amdprinted by Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream. It was
EPA’s Office of Water has recently Ioub_best management practices. originally prepared by the editorslafCon-

lished a document entitieiatalog of Fed-  Information is available on the Internet afeXt @ quarterly of “"Humane Sustainable
eral Funding Sources for Watershed Pro- www.statesnews.org/ecos/working.htm ofulture”. This inspirational list is available
tection to provide information to State/localfrom Barry Tonning at btonning@csg.orgdt Ben & Jerry's retail outlets or through In
water resource professionals and watersh€@06.244.8228) and Malissa McAlister afcontext’s Web site at <www.context.org>.
groups on Federal monies that might bmcalister@csg.org (606.244.8243). Tuition Earth Work magazine, published by the
available to fund a variety of watersheds $250; scholarships for non-profit groupsstudent Conservation Association, Inc. con-
protection projects. The new Catalog cornare available. tains over 100 job listings at all employment
tains one-page fact sheets for each of the 52 . . levels nationwide in every monthly issue,
funding sources (grants and loans) that indi- Publications along with articles focusing on the people,
cate to the reader the type of projects fundeda thoroughly revised and updated versio@gencies and organizations that protect and
and eligibility. Contacts and Internet sitesf Saving America’s Countryside: A Guide preserve our parks, forests and other natural
are provided for each of the programs so thg Rural Conservationby Samuel Stokes, resources. The cost is $24.95 six issues,
reader can obtain further information. Elizabeth Watson and Shelley Mastran, hak34.95/year. Through cooperative agree-

Copies of the Catalog are available froniecently been published by the Johns Hopkirgents with several book publishers, Earth
NCEPI in Cincinnati at: phone (513) 489-University Press (<Www,press,jhu_edu>)yv0rk |S“also able to offer discounted tltlles
8190 or (800)490-9198 and fax (513)489The book is a comprehensive guide to orgaclude “Great Careers for People Who Like
8695. Please include the document numbBizing a rural conservation effort, from ini-Being Outdoors” and “The New Complete
(EPA841-B-97-008) in requests to NCEPItial inventory to Setting up land trusts an(ﬁUIde to_EnvwonmentaI Careers”. For more
This document is also on Internet at thworking with local and federal authorities. Itinformation, contact the SCA at P.O. Box
Watershed Academy’s homepage aincludes case studies from across the naticrg0, Charlestown, NH 03603 (603) 543-
<WWW_epa_gov/owow/watershed/instr_uctive featu_res, and a new chapte_r oh700. Continues, next page
wacademy/fund.html>. We also have a cop{paking economic development compatible

in the Riverways office which you're free towith rural conservation. Call (800) 537-5487
come in and browse. for more information.
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The River Book by James Grant region. Those people are: for DEP’s Northreached via the Internet or by dial-in in the
MacBroom, recently published by the Coneast Office: Mike Abell, (978) 661-7811;following ways: (1) Full text and graphics
necticut Department of Environmental ProDEP Southeast: Dave Hill, (508) 946-2730are accessible via a Web browser at the
tection, is a “must-read” for all people work-DEP Central: Nancy Reed (508) 792-7650uperintendent of Documents’ Home Page:
ing on and/or concerned about rivers anand DEP’s Western Region: Susan Gillarshttp://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs>; (2)

riparian areas. This book explains the con{413) 784-1100. Text only is accessible via Telnet
plex interactions among fluvial morphol- . (<swais.access.gpo.gov>; login as <guest>)
ogy, ecology, hydrology, water quality and Videos or dial-inthrough modem (settings 8,N, 1) at

hydraulic factors in a highly readable and The Blackstone Headwaters Coalition (202) 512-1661, type <swais>, login as
profusely illustrated manner. The book docueduycation Task Force recently produced gguest>. The GPO also has a wide variety of
ments the myriad natural functions and val3g-minute educational video entitiayhat  Government information available on CD-
ues of rivers, streams and adjacent lands agda \Watershed?’using the Blackstone asROM, diskette and magnetic tape. For more
how human activities have altered and dem example. The video features local stibformation, contact the GPO at (202) 512-
graded these functions and values. Somggnts finding out how land uses impact th&530 (voice), (202) 512-1262 (fax),
guidelines for successful riparian restorayatershed as well as what innovative anggpoaccess@gpo.gov> (e-mail).

tion projects are also presented. Although ifgexpensive ways we can improve the water Recently, the EPA completed work on the
focus is on Connecticut river systems, thuality of our waterways. Contact KarynSafe Drinking Water Information System.
issues are substantially the same as thosggeau of the NRCS at (508) 829-6628 tbhe data base is accessible via the Web at
encountered in and along Massachusetts rightain a copy. <http://mountain.epa.gov/enviro/html/

ers. This hardcover book costs $45 and IS“Restoring America’s Streams’s a new Sdwis/sdwis_query.html>

available from CT DEP Publications, 79 ; ; . . .
Elm St., Hartford, CT 06106-5127, (860)6\?-m|nute video produced by tHeaak  The database provides information on

424-3644, <allan.williams@po.state.ct.us> alton League that helps people learn towater supply systems throughout the coun-
’ ) ’ """ stabilize eroding streambanks and restotey including information on compliance
Last but not least, the Essex Countyegraded streamside forests. The video demid violations. You can search the database
Greenbelt Association and The Trustees @nstrates environmentally sound techniquesy system name, county, population served,
Reservations, on behalf of the Massachyor streambank restoration, called bioengier the system’s PWS ID number. One of the
setts Land Trust Coalition, have recentlyeering, that rely on woody vegetation anehost important ways to illustrate the need
published a revised and updated edition @hecial planting patterns to help hold erodor protecting rivers and better managing
Land Conservation Options: A Guide for jng streambanks in place. Call (800) BUGeur watersheds is to talk drinking water
Massachusetts Landownershis guide is \w|A (284-4952) to order a copy. quality. It is a subject in which people take
an indispensable resource for land trUStS“‘Who Cares for the Treesis an award- an immediate interest and one which can
watershed associations, attorneys, ACCOU N ning, 30-minute video about the benefit§ighlight the impacts of non-point source
tants and others interested in protecting r}g trees in urban areas. Filmed in location dgollution and its effects on our communities.
parian and other important open SPACE N, ston’s Emerald Necklace and the Muddy his new database, which the EPA has es-
manner consistent with landowners’ estatg. | " v 4 Jis available from the Massatablished as part of its mandate under the
plannmg and other objectives. This revisio chusétts Community Forestry Counci -Safe Drinking Water Act, will be a tremen-
includes up-to-date examples of land Pro781) 891-7760. dous help to everybody concerned about the

tection projects, planning and tax informa? . . . quality and safety of their drinking water
tion for gifts of land and conservation re- If you would like up-to-date information . '
strictions, and reflects the 1997 Taxpayend action alerts about federal clean waterTheU.S. EPA Office of Wetlands, Oceans

Relief Act and federal and Massachuseti§sues and decisions, e-mail the Clean Watdpd Watersheds (OWOWas established
estate tax law. Notes, a glossary, and sourdd§twork at <cleanwaternt@igc.acp.org> anti€River Corridors and Wetlands Resto-

of information are also included. To orde@sk to be subscribed to the Clean Watéation Web Site at <http://www.epa.gov/
($3.00 each for 1-20 copies, $2.50 each fo¥etwork listserv. owow/wetlands/restore>. To subscribe to

more than 20 copies, plus $1.50 postage an@®PLEASE NOTE: For a complete listing ?{VaterNt:elyvst_EPA O\(/jVOW S We.?kly on-
handling for each copy), contact: Land Conef on-line resources compiled by Russ Cohef} - P4 trlca |ok;1_, Sﬁ.n g‘ln ?(_mald rr(;%ssagi
servation Center, The Trustees of Reservgee the expanded edition of the Ri\/erwayt a\glr']gt € subjectline Iar: ,anda res>3|
tions, 572 Essex St., Beverly, MA 01915Newsletter at our web site, www.state.ma.u istserver@unixmail.rtpnc.epa.gov>,

: hile in the body of the message write
(978) 524-1869. Land Trusts and other landfwele/river_toc.htm. . '
conservation advocates will want to have Subscribe waternews firstname lastname.

many copies of this Guide on hand to pass On-line Resources Send an e-mail to <Posey.Gloria@epa.gov>
along to landowners and/or their legal and ) 5 Government Databases now avail- if you need additional help.

tax advisors as part of an overall land protegp|a via the Internet Surf Your Watershed

tion strategy as well as to take full advantage <http://www.epa.gov/surf/>

The U.S. Government Printing Office .
(GPO) makes the following documents avail- Internal Revenue Service(IRS)

Services able on-line at no cost: Federal Registe<rhtt|o://WWW'"S'UStreas‘gov>

i (since 1994); Congressional Bills; Congres- This site contains the entire U.S. Tax code, as
TheDepartment of Environmental Pro- - g0 Record: General Accounting Officevell as IRS publications such as Publication 78,
tection (DEP) has recently established &gq5411s: Government Privacy Act Systerthe cumulative list of 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt
“circuit river” contact person in each of itSyprices: Monthly Catalog of Governmentorganizations. Publication 78 can be searched by
four regional offices to provide assistancg, jications: Public Laws: U.S. Code: andiame and location of the organization, oryou can
on the Rivers and Wetlands Protection ACtg i yays to other U.S. Government Inforbrowse through the list alphabetically, or down-
to therespective communities within that -1 " Government databases can Head the entire docaent.

of specific opportunities as they arise.
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American Heritage Rivers Home and professional conservation training opecommunicating with other environmental-

Page <http://www.epa.gov/rivers/> portunities as well as an on-line version of itsts on the state and local level. For already

National Park Services’s Rivers and Common Groundewsletter. established groups, this site makes it easy for
Trails Conservation Assistance Pro- Endangered Species Coalition environmental activists to access informa-
gram <http://www.cr.nps.gov/rtca/rtc/  <http://www.stopextinction.org/> :If?nLaCti%\t/ yt?u'rt otqgahr;_lz?]l'ilon.“LEaCTGmonth
rtcahome.html> _ _ This Web page is devoted to protecting ?he Mont?]”t‘:')lreec:)ggnlige glist;ncting:/cv)gfk
<r:JttSC?/S Masls./RI Public V!eb Site gnd s_trer;\gtthenlng the federal Endanger behalf of environmental protection. You

p-/imassi.er.usgs.gov pecies Act. can let the world know about the good deeds
Current streamflow data for 25 real-time Environmental Law Institute (ELI) of your environmental group by nominating
reporting stations in Massachusetts andhttp://www.eli.org> it to be considered as an upcoming “Local

Rhode Island are presently accessible viathe g, can use this site to get access to@roup of the Month”.

USGS Web site. Historical streamflowgocyment entitled “Protecting Wetlands: Lincoln Institute of Land Policy (offers
records and groundwater data are also avalyols for Local Governments in the Chesacourses and publications relating to land use
able at this Web site. peake Bay”. This document is designed tand taxation) <http://www.lincolninst.edu/
On arelated topic, the federal governmerassist local governmental officials, landowntincoln>
has established a Web page specifically ders, community activists and others in iden-
voted to research methods and other topiti§ying and using a variety of regulatory andCIassroom
related toinstream flow: <http://www. non-regulatory tools for protecting Wetlands<http'//WWW umass.edu/umext/programs/
mesc.nbs.gov/rsm>. Alrt]hough tEe focus of thﬁ c(ijocumenk: is tP%H/m.assag/.mac.htr.nb
The USDA's Stream Systems Technol- Chesapeake Bay watershed, a number of the o
ogy Centerrecently activz':\ted a Website orfechniques discussed are applicable to Maszmgﬁsggmjri?;tssioﬁsss(ohﬁfg%r; of Conser-
the Internet at URL: <http://www. Sachusetts.

stream.fs.fed.us> The major purpose of theEnvironmental News Network (ENN) <http:/{Wwyv.angelf|re.com/blz/MACC>
Website is to assist in the timely and effi<http://www.enn.com> Mystic River Watershed Web Page

cientaccess to stream and watershed-relateg specializes in environmental Scienc<http://WWW.cee.tufts.edu/~edowns/

information and tools, including pastissuegaports culled from various media outletsﬁ.?nysmlhtml>

of its quarterly newsletter, entitlestream ENN's Web site also offers audio reports National Center for Nonprofit Boards
Notes: To Aid in Securing Favorable Condiysing Real Audio software, and users cafNCNB)

Massachusetts Agriculture in the

tions of Water Flows sign up for a free E-mail newsletter. <http://www.ncnb.org>

USDA Economic Research Service gpyironmental Working Group The NCNB is dedicated to increasing the
<http://www.econ.ag.gov> Here you canpyp:/www.ewg.org> effectiveness of nonprofit organizations by
download a document entitled “Partial In- strengthening their boards of directors. Pub-

The Environmental Working Group pUb'Iications listed in NCNB’s Nonprofit Board

shes a fascinating biweekly newsletter Ol asource Catalog includall Hands on
governmentis using conservation easemert act|V|t|tes (I)If éhELSEACSII\EfQ W$e US€’Bgard: The Board of Directors in an All-
as an alternative to regulation or outrigh"tnovekme”t tﬁ.i € ot {eEVWG(?U s\?”Vqunteer Organizationwritten especially
purchase to protect riparian areas and oth%l'lzec out this_ newsletter a S el?o address the needs of grassroots groups. To
resources. site. learn more about NCNB'’s publications,

terests in Land: Policy Tools for Resourc
Use and Conservation”, which explains ho

. Global Rivers Environmental Educa-  workshops and consulting services, call (800)
Non—government on-line resourcey tion Network (GREEN) 883-6262.

America Outdoors <http://www.econet.apc.org/green> Natural Areas Journal (published
<http://www.americaoutdoors.org> International Rivers Network (IRN)  quarterly by the Natural Areas Associa-
This site contains information on how to <http://www.irn.org> tion) <http://www.vmedia.com/naj>
participate inNational River Cleanup IRN’s Web site has hundreds of items on New England Botanical Club
Week. river campaigns around the world and linkhttp://www.herbaria.harvard.edu/nebc/>
American Canoe Association to other sites of interest It is updated twice a . ;
<http://www.aca-paddler.org> week. One item IRN offers isF,) theiver of ﬁﬁ;’v;//méﬂﬁrxgE(la?nw/igvﬁ?ty

American Water Works Association Words Teacher’s_Guide]._gS_)ﬁ, S0pp. $5. newfs.html>
Classroom and field activities on water-

<http:/fwww.awwa.com=> sheds for grades k-12. Supports IRN’s na- Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
Appalachian Mountain Club’s Virtual  iional “River of Words” environmental po- <http://www.railtrails.org>

Visitors’ Center etry and art contest, conducted annually inThis site provides comprehensive infor-
<http://www.outdoors.org> partnership with The Library of Congressnation on all aspects of rail-trail develop-
Bicycle Coalition of Massachusetts Center for the Book. ment and use, such as national legislative
(BCOM) League of Conservation Voters issues impacting rail-trails and detailed state-
<http://www.massbike.org> Education Fund by-state listings of trails and contact infor-
Conservation Fund <http://www.lcv.org/edfund/> mation. This Web page will keep you ap-

i . - rised of developments in the reauthoriza-
<www.conservationfund.org> If you're an environmental activist look- tFi)on of ISTEA anF()j the Bikes Belong! cam-

The Conservation Fund’'s Website has irning for on-line resources, this Web site PrO%5aign
formation on the organization’s land conseltvides help in growing your environmental ' _
vation services, Freshwater Institute researafassroots, building organizing skills and Continues, page 15
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Rivers Forum, continued from page 5 Panelists: can find information including “products
Becka Roolf, Executive Director, Parke2nd services,”“downloading data”and “how

left in outstanding pristine condition; we_. o to order.”

need to work to restore the other 98%. WE'Ve" .Clean Water Assomayon Field Tri

need to stop and think what rivers mean toDaniele Lantagne, Project Manager, P _ .

us, to our future, to the future of our childrenlpswich River Watershed Association Due torain, only one of the field trips took
We all have the obligation to live simply on Jeremy Sokulsky, Executive Director, SaPlace. Thanks to leaders Ron and Rachel
the earth, and to be politically aware. Inem Sound 2000 who took a stalwart group out in the rain to

addition, we also should continue work in p o\ Solving: Working with Local Kendrick Brook to look at possible

our groups and adopt these streams as o - remediation of a stream bank and wetland.
own9 P P Wfcials in Your Town or City Ron gave a clear description of some of the
Using three examples of work in commuimprovements that could be made and de-
ties, the speakers gave tips on workingcribed how folks can work with Conserva-
fitf;]mutr;iciplc'(il officials to prI?teCtéeSOU]{CGStion Districts and the Natural Resources
. , their brooks. In Somerville and Grafton,Conservation Services. Rachel discussed the
groups in the way that the Riverways Prqy,qry on nonpoint source pollution and innohydrology of the stream and the characteris-
grams does. vative land protection followed Shorelinetics that had been seen in late March/early
Workshops and Field Trips SUFVﬁysagdACﬂon:"é}nS-BIOIhthIeS\?V projectspril before the vegetation was lush and
were listed on the Action plans. In Worceshefore the stream was full. The group con-
thzoéﬁ,aeﬂvr\g?/rse\?vt;%uggge eV\l/Jcr):cljtrh Ig?\?érlg%?{%r, the Mill Brook Task Force, an innovacluded that it is essential to see prospective
vocate Forum Proceedings. Special than lve Stream Team comprised of businessites in different seasons and conditions be-
0 all our panelists ' lE)?Nners and municipal officials (DPW andfore undertaking a project.
' Board of Health) works to protect the Mill
Problem Solving: Working with Uni-  Brgok.

versities on Urban Rivers

This workshop highlighted the Riverways
Urban Rivers Fellows Program. Watershe Rachel Calabro, Technical Assistance,
Associations, Stream Teams, Land Trusts - i Riverways Program
and other groups submitted proposals ofDonna Williams, Miscoe Brook Stream p,nys also to those of you who attended
ongoing projects that would be improved by€am, Grafton Conservation COMMISSiony, e £orym and brought your insights, your
study and work conducted by a graduatassachusetts Audubon Society, Worcestelyy ieg and your experiences. One veteran
student. Tristan Lundgren, Mill Brook Task Force conference-goer said “This is one of the

From those proposals, five were selectedProblem Solving: Working with the ~most professional conferences I've ever at-
to have fellows work on projects in water\Watershed Initiative on Behalf of your tended. The level of discussion was superb.”
sheds across the state. Fellows from tiRiver or Stream The River Advocates Forum, held in
following projects presented their work 15 \watershed Team Leaders talked aboMyorcester Polytechnic Institute was spon-
which included solving nonpoint source,q, 1 work effectively with Watershedsored by the Riverways Adopt-A-Stream
problems, working with the public, working 1¢ams and state agencies. In response frétfogram and the Riverways Urban Rivers
with schools, and historical surveys of flsh-requests from Stream Teams, Lynn WelsRrogram, and cosponsored by the National

Tim congratulated the members in attens;
dance and said that there is “no state Pr
gram in the U.S. that provides support tQ

Thanks to leaders:

Ron Thompson, USDA, Natural Resources

Panelists: Conservation Services

Lisa Brukilacchio, Alewife Mystic River
dvocates, City of Somerville

ways. described ways of working with state agenPark Service, Environmental Protection
Panelists: cies on hazardous waste sites. Tom O'Briehgency, the Massachusetts Audubon Soci-
Dennis Gaudet - Salem State College/Sand Shep Evans talked about Stream Tealy in Worcester, the Massachusetts Water-

lem Sound 2000 Watershed Team collaboration; Tom fronghed Coalition, and the Regional Environ-

fhe Watershed Team Leader's perspectivBlental Council.
and Shep from the Stream Team perspecif you are interested in attending a future
_ _ . tive. River Advocates Forum, contact Joan
Nat_han_ Kelly - Tufts University/Alewife Panelists: Kimball at 617-727-1614 x384. s
Mystic River Advocates )
Kathleen O’Conner - Tufts University/ Tle_;/rr:]nlj/(\a/ae(ljsgr, Blackstone River Watershe
Nashua River Watershed Association &

Elise MacDonald - Quincy State College
Boston Natural Areas Fund

q:{esources & Grants, cont. from p. 13

Monooshoc Shep Evans, Stream Team Coordinator,River Management SocietRMS)
G : Housatonic Valley Association <http://www.river-management.org>
reenway Project i i . .
Pl he Urban Rivers Und ., .Tom O'Brien, Housatonic and Hoosic Riv- River Network
ease see the Urban Rivers Update article -\ »1orshed Team Leader <http://www.rivernetwork.org>
more information on these projects. . : o
Broblem Solvina: Sustaining Steam  G'S Presentation River Network, a nonprofit organization
Teams ACross thegétate g Thanks to Aleda Freeman who gave Browdmg technical support to grassroots

: o - fascinating and clear computer presentatigly 6" conservation efforts nationwide, re-
Focusing on finding and sustaining mem- \k:/ently updated its webpage to include more

bership in Stream Teams, three speak 9fMass GIS tools, how to get them and ho léseful information for river and watershed

: : use them. Some of this information can b . . .
drew on their several years experience. T bwnloaded from the MA GIS site, andprotecnon/restorauon.Lookhereforarncles
workshop was practical, interesting an

: : on strategic planning; watershed approaches;
highly interactive. One attendee said th ther information may be ordered from Iv"A‘fundraising; drinking water; floodplains;
she wished it had continued another hour =

IS. Online, on their web page [WWW.CRPards of directors: etc.
she learned so much from each speaker.

magnet.state.ma.us/mgis/massgis.htm], y
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Sierra Club
<http://www.sierraclub.org/transporta-
tion>

This Web page contains more informatio
onthe Sierra Club’s Anti-Sprawl Campaign
including The Dark Side of the American

zen activists concerned with the environ-

Please Note:

ment. Each new Eco-compassissue addresses o .
an emerging environmental topic, briefly, The yearly submission deadline for plac-

describing and linking to the best sites reld events in the Rivers Month Calendar is

lated to that topic. Eco-Compass is providefiPril 15TH - our apologies for not being able

as a public service to the on-line communit

include information submitted to us after
at date.

Dream (a report on the costs and consd?y !sland Press, a non-profit publisher of <" o .
quences of sprawl) and t@&ampaign Tool booksthattake a solutions-oriented approachRiverways is in the process of adding e-

Kit (an activist's guide to running a locait® environmental problems. To subscribe tmail addresses to our mailing/contact list for

anti-sprawl campaign).

Soil and Water Conservation Society
<http://www.netins.net/showcase/swcs/>

Student Conservation Association
<http://www.sca-inc.org>

Eco-Compass directly, simply e-mail a re

those organizations, agencies and individu-

guestto: <Majordomo@igc.apc.org>, leavals that have them. If you have an e-malil
the subject line blank and in the body writeaddress (and do not believe we already know

<subscribe islandpress-1>.

For the last forty years, the Student Con-
servation Association (SCA) has been help-

ing people gain the experience they need
begin or advance their conservation caree

SCA is dedicated to contributing to the re}

sources available for students and profe
sionals looking to further their careers thg
make a difference.

Surface Transportation Policy Project
(STPP)
<http://www.transact.org> and <http://
www.tea21.org>

The STPP is the chief environmental ad
vocate on transportation-related issues at t
federal level. Itis largely responsible for the
environment-friendly provisions of ISTEA,
recently reauthorized as TEA-21, the Trang
portation Act for the 21st Century. STPH
also publishe®rogress a free newsletter
published 10 times per year, afmnsfer a
weekly electronic update (send request {
<transfer@transact.org>).

Transportation for Livable Communi-
ties <http://www.tlcnetwork.org>

Sponsored by the Conservation Law Foun

dation, this site focuses on key communit|
transportation issues like road design, pu
lic transit, the safety of pedestrials and bicy
clists, and traffic calming.

University of Massachusetts Coopera-
tive Extension
<http://www.umass.edu/umext/>

Wampanoag Paddlers(S.E. Mass.
canoeing club - many events open to the
public)
<http://lwww.geocities.com/colosseum/
4153>

Water Environment Federation
<http://lwww.wef.org>

Westfield River Watershed Associa-
tion
<http://bondo.wsc.mass.edu/dept/garp/
wrwa/wrwa.htm>

Last but not leastiEco-Compassis an
electronic newsletter featuring Web sites g

fo———
S.

5

t

Paddle Smart from the
Start- Wear Your Life
Jacket!

Those of you plying Massach

> thanks to the guidance of yolr
1999 Riverways Rivers Mont
“Calendar should be aware of|a
new public outreach campaign by
the Boat and Recreational Safety

oBureau of the Massachusetts
vironmental Police.

According to Director Richar

“in fatalities among canoe and
/ kayak enthusiasts attributable [to
. paddlers notwearing, and in many
cases, noteven carrying, life ja
ets on their journeys. Many pagl-
dlers are not aware of the require
ment that canoeists and kayaker
are required by law to wear a life
jacket atalltimes under-way, from
September 15 to May 15 of the
following year.

Inside this newsletter you will
find a boat/bumper sticker to he|p
raise safety awareness among pad
dlers on your river. The Safety
Bureau sponsors free boating
safety programs for youth and
adults; for more information call

interest to professionals, academics and ci

617-727-8760.

hesetts waters in canoe and kaylak

Murray, there has been a incregse

it), please send it along to us by sending an
e-mail message to <russ.cohen@state.
ma.us>. Thanks.

Riverways is in the process of
“downsizing” its mailing list to 2,000 ad-
dresses (from its current level of 2,250). So,
if you no longer have the time and/or interest
in reading the Riverways Newsletter and
Rivers Month Calendar, please let us know
so that we may remove you from our list.
Thanks!

Riverways Programs

617-727-1614

Maria Van Dusen,
Riverways Coordinatox 360

Joan C. Kimball,

Adopt-A-Stream Coordinator 384

Karen I. Pelto,
River Restore Coordinator 359

Russell A. Cohen
Rivers Advocats 358

Cindy DelPapa
Stream Ecologist 359

Patricia Sheppard,
Grants Administratox 360

Dave Gabiriel
Grafix x 378

Special Programs

Anne Livingston,
Urban Rivers

Liz Mikulecky ,
Westfield River Outreach

Rachel Calabro
Stream Team Technical Assistant

Amy Singler,
Stream Team Organizer

Kathleen O’'Connor,
Publications Intern
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Riverways Programs

Department of Fisheries, Wildlife &
Environmental Law Enforcement
100 Cambridge Street, Room 1901
Boston, Massachusetts 02202

(617) 727-1614 x 360, 384, 359, 358

’c ~r
/ .ﬁf""' ' »
Members of the EOEA Hoosic (Hudson) Watershed Team embarking on an afternoon field trip to view erosion and other streamb

related issues along the Hoosic River in Williamstown. Other river-related photos and information are available at Riveloways We
Page: <http://www.state.ma.us/dfwele/river/riv_toc.htm> Photo by Russell Cohen.
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Reconnecting River Communities

River Restore Prog ram  candidates; and 3) integrating communityise required Stoughton to build and main-
S b d dzsind historic preservation with dam removaiain a footbridge at the spot, where a ford led
In May, Secretary Bob Durand andgqjeg. off toward Plymouth Colony; in return he

DFWELE Commissioner David Peters : L '
) -~ As River Restore Coordinator, Karen Peltd/as given exclusive rights to construct a fish
launched the River Restore Program within eir in the rapids and sell any alewives he

; ; vill facilitate development of selection an 2 >
e Offce of Envroprental Atars (LA removal rteria among agency staf assietied at fve shilings per thousand.
and its agencies in improving fish moveléam leadersin resc_)lvmg common issues of . )
ment and passage through the evaluati&ncern, and provide oversight to sglec; This was the place “the Iowes; faI.Is on t.he
and removal of obstacles, particularly dam®rojects, for example, the Neponset Riveriver” where Boston’s precolonial inhabit-
o In addition, she will work with communities ants, the Massachusetts, had traditionally
Decommissioning of dams on Massachus, - gyher public partners to raise publigathered in springtime to feast on the return-

setts rivers will provide a visible and Ny wareness and facilitate implementation. ing bounty of smelt, herring, and shad, all en

ible achievement of Secretary Durand’s :
giological conservation goal. R%ver stew- The Neponset River is but one of severdPUte from salt water to spawning grounds

ardship and restoration through thdiShery restoration projects featuring dan'i"ghe(; udp_stream. TEough decw;:ated by im-
Riverways Program as a partner to commdpéaching as an option. The Division Oport((ja d |seas$]s,_ u eh Massﬁﬁ usettsdnr(]aver
nities, groups, and agencies involved in thiflarine Fisheries has been stocking th eeded away thelr right to fish here, and they
Watershed Initiative is one of Commissioneleponset with blueback herring and Ameridoubtiess watched Stoughton's mill go up,
Peters’ top five agency priorities. can Shad since 1996, a restoration effoff’d wondered at the strangeness of it. Per-
. o “spawned” by the Watershed Initiative Pilo@Ps they knew, as the General Court appar-
River Restore will build on the dam de'Project. River Restore is currently review®ntly didn't, that blocking the river with a

Ing a Project Restoration Plan prepared B{am would insult the Fish Nation, and en-
November 1998 and January 1999 to e>{hg u.s. JArmy Corps of EnginpeePs for £anger the runs; at any rate, the first docu-

plore the issues of fish passage and da@asibility study ment acknowledging this effect appeared
safety. This group, led by Rich Thibedeau o ' ninety years later, in 1727, when the town of
the Department of Environmental Manage- Ghost Fish Canton, fifteen miles upstream, inserted an
ment (DEM), included Dave Clark, Bill article in its annual warrant “to see what

Mpg xz:y\s/?;; cIIZ “gﬁ (";‘SsteFdi SLC,), V\r/ﬁﬁ:rr:n;riz;—i? Mhction the town will take in regard to procur-
Stroman of the Department of Environmennzlmt‘agfyeir:&iLntet(;]?]e':rglIw%tiggeirsrsgiignn%;.f’ree passage for fish up the Neponset
tal Protection (DEP), Caleb Slater of th ' ; TS

Division of Fisr(leries) and Wildiife (DFW), Tom the Massachusetts Audubon Society, Thus opened a long and litigious struggle

. > , etween the upstream towns and millowners
and Rick Kleiman, Boston Harbor Team Ifyou've ever canoed down the Neponseﬁ} Milton and Dorchester, a struggle that

Leader. Rflver, \t’)Vh'Ch rﬁns thc'irty miles from the hills |, 0 g nearly a century, and ended only when
River Restore will also oversee the imple? Foxborough to tidewater at Boston Hary, . o rca in question, the annual manna

mentation of a feasibility study for damPCr between Quincy and Dorchester, youcq -\ o niched completely. Apparently the

breaching/fish passage on the NeponskpoW that there's some heavy lifting in-

o last good run occurred in 1788, after a storm
River. This project emerged in 1998 throug}f0!Ved: Attwo spots inside Rt 128, at Hyde; e 4 ot several dams. By a decade later a
the leadership of Paul Diodati of the Divi-

ark and at Lower Mills, the current quick- . : ;
ens as it slides between red-brown cliffs af =" and higher barricade was in place at
tively with Karen Pelto and Rich Kleiman 19th-century brick, and a muted roar V"(Eouldn’t pass, and they departed for good.
and a task force comprised of agency arﬁ{ates up ahead, where the river seems t
) of farmers from high in the watershed who
Massachusetts can become the first staté*S 't happens, you can carry around both marched downstream after dark with axes
government to take a systematic approa nd crowbars to break up this dam, only to be
pnd what fence-holes to duck through, angieaten off by gangs of millworkers. By 1810
damstoimprove aquatic habitats and prote . or so even the lawyers had moved on, and
public safety. Releasing rivers from im-2 relief to slap your boat back on the Waterevery drop of the river was in harness.
sediment transport and flow, and habitat foq1at means you are afloat. . ) ;
species that reE/ on flowing waters for sur- The last canoe to run this stretch of thered concerns joined Stoughton’s corn-grind-
ticularly temperature and dissolved oxygerably made out of bark, and had Indians in i he efrlircsg q%g?é Vf\i,zg a? ggﬁf(;vr\::j”elzr an::iléinm
are additional benefits. because the Neponset has been damm% \ ’ 9
fpiere for better than 350 years, beginnmg.i&aking dyes and drugs. At the time of the
dam removal will involve: 1) Conducting 1634, when its banks were still shut up kevolution the Neponset's lower falls were
comprehensive inventory of dams and fis
ery conditions in order to focus progra ounded Bay Colony awarded Israeﬁ]thewestern hemisphere. Butitwas Walter
resources; 2) developing biological, physi: ;
cal, and cultural criteria to evaluate remov. fs flow just above prgsen_t-day Adams .St' 'Woured all the others, converted to steam
order to power a grist mill. The grant like- ' '

Salomaa and Mike Gildesgame of DE
Jerry Mew, Lois Bruinooge and Mike

sion of Marine Fisheries, working cooperas Oﬁower Mills, a wall the shad and herring
Bcal histories preserve the legend of parties
public members. rop off a table.
these dams, if you know where to pull out,
for the inventory, evaluation, and removal of* ™ _ i X
ich rotting rail spurs to stumble over. It's
poundments will restore river functions oftnd step in, and feel the soft, slippery givé In the meantime a dozen other water-pow-
: . : fhg operation beside the rapids, includin
vival. Improvement in water quality, par-river without leaving the channel was prob: 99p pias, 9
I, a fulling mill, a sawmill, even a mill for
Meeting a goal of river restoration throug
&WOOdS, and the General Court of the neWIy'robablythe most heavily industrialized site
stoughton of Dorchester the right to Captu.rgaker’s chocolate mill that eventually de-
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and morphed into the lofty and massiveliscreet as undertakers, for the next tideniles along the river's mainstem above the
century-old piles that hedge the river todayGhosts of birds, fish, and people; the ghostams. Good habitat is sand-bottomed chan-
Baker Chocolate employed over 700 workef farmer-diarist Samuel Pierce, late ofiel matching certain parameters of depth
ers in Lower Mills through World War I, Dorchester, who on June 6th, 1769 caughind velocity, and seventeen miles was a lot
and decamped to Delaware in 1973. 1500 shad with one haul of his seine acrossore than anyone expected to find, most of
Now an exercise studio has opened in oflee mouth of a salt creek just around thi in the floodplain of the Fowl Meadowa
of the mills, and another has been convertdgnd. former glacial lake-bottom, now a vast fresh-
to apartments, while several more remainNot all the ghosts are deceased. Youn@jater marsh, which straddles Rt. 128 in
shut up and empty. No engines vibrate the@els spawned in black depths off Bermudgeadville, Milton, Canton, Westwood,
stout walls, and their owners are far-offcome here also, and worm their way up tin)lorwood, Sharon, and Walpole.
murky beings. But the river still gushes andkaks and seeps in the roots of the dam; weHence the surveyors fell prey to a wild
gurgles and eddies through their founddnow it because they appear in every nearBurmise: why not have real fish in the
tions in a hundred dark places, and a daavery pond and puddle above. Years lateleponset, instead of ghosts? The mills that
still stands at their head, an eight-foot corfull-grown, they'll ease downstream on darlkdammed the river for power are extinct; the
crete spillover dam about seventy feet longnights in late autumn, bound for sex, deattiew remaining ones, the ones that still draw
which thunders mightily at the height of theand the open sea. Do they hesitate where theocess water, could likely be accommo-
spring melt, when a thousand cubic feet afurrent begins to tug, spooked by the roar afated. And furthermore, why fool around
water plummet over it every second. Thiplunging water? with ladders or lifts, which are tricky to
dam, anchored at its Dorchester end on thgf yoy come to the rocks below the dam iAnaintain and don't always workwhy not
site of Stoughton’s grist mill, was last rebuilinjg-april after a big spring tide the nightf@move the roadblocks entirely?

in 1955, after Hurricane Diane badly dampefore, you can see more ghosts thousand3 he Division was so taken with this notion
agedits predecessor. The highest storm tidggihem, each apale, g translucent that it jump-started things by dumping sev-
reach its base, and a deep lode of riverborgg here , the size of a eral tank trucks full of shad and herring fry

muck has accumulated behind it. Hard to get poppy seed. into the main channel in Canton. These fish
to in its clot of dead mills, it is nonetheless _were anincantation,

public property. A narrow cat- a sort of magical
walk runs across it

‘..;“.m‘“;'”; B D e — ~ chum; it was hoped
where you can lean 30’ ) 0’0"0 “."0 WIS TSYY N i s SR -
on the rail and pon £ f@%’fm‘é’& °‘§‘?%‘$f" 0“:’5&"‘ S ined from the
: s = 0000 432901 ‘?‘f ‘.r(':» R

der the likeness oM e ) ,‘:%&"%@Q@_ S ocean a few years
eternity in the foam R s TR &?é?fu% ‘.\\\\«-“ il \\ . later, their way
hissing through the boulders below, These are smel s would be clear. More recently former Envi-
where a few hardy willows cling like star-gqqs, scattered iny pitch-black ronmental Secretary Trudy Coxe asked the
fish. frenzy at midnight&" whenthey sankto Army Corps of Engineers to formally study

But hardly anyone comes here. And whyhe bottom and stuck. But fish and river havthe possibility of removing the two dams,
should they? No fish swarm under the danebbed away, and the eggs look like cornmeahd that work is now proceeding.
no jobs beckon at the mills, and all the razacattered over the dark stones. Those eXyys not as if the river is fish-less. If yOou go
wire, poison ivy, and broken glass are dgposed to air are already shrivelling. Aboufy the marshy basin below Mattapan’s Ryan
pressing. Thiswas once animportant placeitz00,000 people get their water from We”%ayground in June you can see mud-col-
stillimportantbutall the juice has been suckedbove the dam, and most of it heads out {geq” carp the size of beavers idling in
out of it, and it's been fenced off and left tsea in sewers; that's water not available t@jgchannel. Higher up, in some of the little
crumble. cover these eggs. Squat down in the W&isodland brooks running off Blue Hill, foot-
But the river still sweeps through, and it§0cks and look closer; you'll see that eacfyng suckers shimmy together in May over
tea-colored water arches like glass over tH#y, doomed orb contains two even t'_”'e%ravel so shallow their fins flop over. And
checkboards. | like the mossy patches &Y€-SPots. These are ghosts caught in thg, told Neponset bullheads taste great in
weeds spreading across the ruined bad®aking. April.
ments, and the pigeons that flap out of theBut the most fabled spirits of Lower Mills gt these are year-round, stay-at-home,
gaping sixth-floor windows, and the clammyare what you might call optimists; they aPmudhole-type fish. They don't need rivers
mist, lightly scented pear every spring as if the river had neved; gceans. They don't startle and amaze with
with sewage, that rises up from the back2een dammed. | haven't seen them mysetheir silvery hordes. What a thing it would be
wash. There are ghosts here, you can tefjut others have. They are herring and shathis river, which lies at the beginning of
Ghosts give a place value. They have knoworn elsewhere, and they come up the estyy entire dismal history of turning fish into
edge, and don't linger without reason. ahry foralfew wegl;\sdeach SSP”IQQ ‘";‘]”d “”r?er I8hosts, were to tumble unimpeded through
Think, then, of the ghosts of the mantne FOO(;S;VK/?]U20me\?vrr?:ret.elseerth%pscthaer}; Hdston, and glitter every spring with the
millions of migrating fish that once passe ash and dazzle of new life!

. . e aybe, where the ladders are broken but fis .
through this spot. Fish fat from sieving plank- our in via the locks, or the North River in hI confess | am sold on this prospect. When
ton out of sunny waters off Nantucket Shoal

: : .1 have a minute, | want to migrate through
and Cape May; fish loaded with milt and roeth:r;haf;gl.d, with one of the best shad runs Ihme, to the place before we lost our senses.

and half-crazed by the scent of narrow wa- . I'want to go down to the rapids in May, and
ters they were born in. Don't forget the big A few years back the Massachusetts Divigade out in the chilly foam, and see dark-
stripers charging in like linebackers, or théion of Marine Fisheries formally surveyed,acked fish fly past me like birds.
dagger-billed herons, migrants also, stand® Neponset, mapping likely breeding habi-

ing one-legged on the banks and Waitiné‘?ﬁor herring and shad, and found seventeen
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